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May 14, 1665 

y 1/7^ 

/dU70 - 13''// 



Your letter of May 11th haa been received. 


It was certainly good of you to furnish me the 
benefit of your observations, and I appreciate them. I can 
assure you, however, that this Bureau is ever cognisant of 
its responsibilities, and it will continue to make every effort 
to discharge its obligations with the highest degree of thoroughness . ^ 

and dispatch. : < 


Enclosed is some material which I hope you will 
find of Interest. 


• n 






Sincerely yours, 

J, Ed^ Eckh:^ 


U.S. News & World Report, 12-7-64 
U.S. News & World Report, 12-21-64 
Senator Dodd's remarks, 2-25-65 
The FBI and ClvU Rights 
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May 11, 1965 

Dear Mr Hoover; 

I have been pondering over this man Martin Luther 
King as a leader of the Negro race here in the United States, 
as too wheather he is a citizen of this country, and if not should 
be stoped from any further demonstrations as has been carried 
on in the past, this I hope will be looked into by you, to 
forebid any unlawful person from a foreign land to enter United 
States for that purpose, or the overthrow of our Goverment. 
Thank you. 


Sincerely, 



Address per envelope: 



Buffalo 3, N.Y. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442529) CLASSIFIED PU 

extended 

RE ASON FOR . 

SAC. NEW YORK (100-153735) FCIMJ4 

OECLASStFlCATION. -- V,. .rn _ 

- • ■-.vrc.nM M 

(00: NY) 


\ 

\ 


capt 


Enclosed arej^ne copies of a letterhead memorandum, 

^and dated as above, reporting information from l/^x 
_ Two copies are furnished to the Atlanta Office, and V 
on© copy is enclosed for the information of Pittsburgh. 

Sources fuiT^lshlng characterizations of individuals 
mentioned in the letterhead memorandum are as follows: 
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4 - ^reau (100-442529) (Ends, 9) (RM) 

G - 100 - 106670 ) (martin LUTHER KING. JR.) 

2 - Atlanta (100-5586) CMAH'l'lU IWL'IM' Klflfl, JR. ) (ENCLS. 2) (INTO) (EI-I 
(1 - 100 - 6670 ) fCIRM) 

1 - New York (100-46729) (BAYARD RUSTIN) (42) 

1 - New York (IOO-I 36585 ) (MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR.) (Ji2) A 
1 - New York (100-14919^) (COMINPIL SCLC) (4l) ' ' rownitfiiiKiAi 

1 - New York (100-148289) (HARRY WACHTEL) (42) 

1 - New York (100-153735) (42) ‘ C,0f\ 


69 


i^vea:___ Sent 

t Special Agent In Charge 


M Per 


tiiJC 


rmwsTKTH^ FILED IN '^ 




in 100-153735 


ESTHER HEIPITS (PH) Is unknown to the New York Office. 

This letterhead memorandum Is classified ’’Secret'* 
because It contains information from a source, who has 
i^irnished highly sensitive information with respect to the 
racial situation in the NYO and the Communist infiltration 
thereof. In view of this, a "Secret" classification Is necessary 
to protect|g|g||p| J 
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Bureau 100 - 4^2329 


IJcw York, Mew York 
May 10 , 1965 


COr^l^-iAL 




Re: Conimunlst Influence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
Information In the past, advised on May 9# 1965# that a 
conference of Martin Luther King, Jr. (President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, SCLC), and his 
advisors, including Andy Young (Executive Director of the 
SCLC), Harry Wachtel and Bayard Rustln, took place on that 
date. According to the source, the following transpired:^ (^U 


It was agreed that King would decline the Invitation 
to attend the rally at Madison Square Garden (on June 8, 1965), 
to be held under the auspices of the Committee for a Sane 
Nuclear Policy (SANE). His reason for declining will be 
attributed to pressing needs in Alabama in regard to the 
voting rights bill. W I 


Wachtel brought up the fact that the Hammermlll 
Paper Company is having Its annual meeting in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
on Tuesday (May 11, 1965), ai^d in that regard, there is a 
movement underway to have a sit-in to protest segregated policies 
of the company in its Alabama mills. The sit-in, sponsored 
by college students, is being promoted by Esther Helflts 
(phonetic), according to Wacjif:el/s son, who Is a student 
at Oberlln College in Ohio. 


■f L^) 

nralns neit 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Rc: CoiTjTiunlst In t Rue nee In Racial Matters 

Internal Secui’ity - C 


Another matter which v/as discussed was King’s trip 
to Nev; York, on Wednesday, May 12, 1963 . that regard, it 

v;as stated that he will arrive at Kennedy International 
Airport at 2:34 PM, and that all oP those attending the 
conference will meet him. The purpose of the meeting, the 
source said, will be to go over plans for a summer project.^ 


source 
and at 


King’s main purpose in coming to New York, the 
said, is to speak on Long Island on Wednesday night. 
Queens College, Long Island, on Thursday afternoon.V 


The "Long Island Press", Saturday^ 

May 8 , 1965 ^ reported that five Long 
Island communities will be visited by Martin 
Luther King on Wednesday before he Is 
scheduled to speak at a voting rights 
rally in West Hempstead, at 8:00 PM, 

May 12, 1965 . J 


V/achtel told King that he would handle all 
arrangements In connection with his visit cn Long Island. 

He also said he wanted to Introduce King to some millionaires 
on the Island on Thursday morning, xl 

'Ik 





Comirrunlst Influence In Racial Matters 


Harry Wachtel Is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for Human 
RlghtSj 15 East 40th Street, New York, 

New York. He resides at 29 Split Rock 
Drive, Kings Point, Long Island, New York. 



A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto. 



V1IJ.UI.JI X UU UiXC7 fJeLHIuLUJ. J WX XJUiJJOXX 

Rights, it is to be noted that this organization is an 
adjunct of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC),of which Martin Luther 
King, Jr., is the president, and serves to 
raise funds for the SCLC. 










Communist Ini'lurnce In Rn cisl M'.tttTrs 


In ’’The Soturdny Rycnlng Post”, issue of July 11 
18, I9cij , page 76, Boysrd Rustin is the suojc ct 
^nature article captioned: "The Lone \volf 


of 

of n i v1 1 -1-c 


T’n nf* ^ c '♦“rt 

«L11 JL. W f * K^Jk*^ U JL- I ^ US./ 


hove come to New York in 1938, QS an organizer 
for the Y oung Communi st Lc.aguo ( YCL), and a s 
such, he had the job of recruiting students for 
the "party”. Furthermore, the article reports 
that during his first years in New York, itustin 
gave, most of his r:arninj',s t:o the "Party", He 
reportedly left the "Party" in 191^1, the article 
c t a t f.'s • 


The YCL has been designst(.d pursuant to 
Exr cutive Order 10l|50, 



1957, poge 1 


JaXOCUti vC 


The "Daily Worker", 

r* O — __ J X.I. T___ 1 

^v-'o.i-uiixi c, x't;pux'teu viiuv .xiyuru 
Secre tary, War Re sisters Lao/ue, was an ooscrvxi 
at the If.th National Conve ntion of the 


February 11, 

rtustin. 


Communist Party, United St 
(CP, USA), held in Hew York 
February 9-12, 1957, 


ites of Aricrica 
City, on 


The "Daily Worker" v?as an East Coast Communist 
puolicatibn until it ceased pujlication on 
Januarv 1 . 1 Qt^R _ 

- , Vi 


Anoth<.r confidential sourer, 
reliable information in the 
February 19, 20, 196i^, that 
contacted benjamin J, Davis 


who has furnis hed 
pust, advised on 
-3r.yard Hus tin 
on those dates 







StrenCT 

- ^ - 



ComiTiunist Influence In licciol 


i-iotters 


and soUf.ht his r.dvice as to how he could escape 
from a speaking, r;ng;apcracnt to vjhicn he was 
committed* On the latter contact, Davis told 
j^ustin that ho uas vj or king on his request and 



’’The Mew York Times”, August 2i|, I96li, pCt^e 27# 
column el, reports that Senjamin J. Davis, 
National Secretary, CP, USA, died in Mew York 
City on the night of nugust 22, 196^4 • 
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APPENDIX 


t lawyer s gui ld 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
publications," revised and published as of DecerDber 1, 
1961 , prepared and released by the Comivittee on Un~ 
Auerlcan Activities, United States House of Represent¬ 
atives, W’ashington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild; 


"National Lawyers Guild 

"1. Cited as a Comn'.unist front. 

(Special Co.^mlttee on Un-Arerican 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Cornn.-ittee, 

March 29, 19^L, p. l49.) 


"2. Cited as a Cornnunlst front which 'is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party its front organizations, 
and controlled unions' and which 'since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.* 
(Committee on Un-A erlcan Activities, 
House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, Septemiber 21. 1950, 
originally related September 17# 1950.) 


Mo 

U ♦ 


'To defend the cases of Communist 
lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Coinmunist Party Itself, 
Among these organizations are the * ♦ * 
National Lawyers Guild. V/hen the 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.* 
(internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23# 
1956 , p. 9i.)" 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442529) 


FROM I SAC, NEW YORK (100-153735) 


SUBJECT; CIRM 

(OOtNY) 


O-W..- I - . L..: ,L 


There are enclosed for the Bureau 9 copies of an 
forth information furnished on k(?) 

5/:/65, concerning conversations between STANLEY LEVISON \ nfb) 
and CLARENCE JONES on that date>^ Vo 


(1 
5 - 
(1 
(1 
(1 
<1 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 • 
1 - 


Bureau <100--442£29) (Ends,9) (RM) 

- lCO-106670) (M* L.^KING) 

Atlanta (lOO-STyOTtRHTZrTmi^ 

- 100-5586) (M.L. V 

- 100-5718) (SCLC) 

- 100-6488) (SNCC) 

- 157- ) (SCOPE) 

New York (100-10 8413 )^¥eATOTTERK]^ 
New York (100-111180) (STANLEY LEVISON) 
New York 0 00-73250) (CLARENCE JONES) 
New York (100-149194) (SCLC) 

New York (157- ) (SCOPE) 


JPO *nbc 
(15) 

Approved: 

Special 
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'ihis LKM is clas 
;ontains information from 



ret'* because it 
a source which is 


furnishing highly sensitive information concerning the 
racial situation in the US and Communist influence therein^ 
It is felt that this classification is necessary to protect 
this valuable source. 


1 ( 2 ) 



It is noted that the original plan was for 
JONES to arrange with KING to meet with himself and 
LEVISON in Atlanta on either Sunday or Monday* May 2,3, 

1£65® NY instituted surveillance of JONES and placed him 
on the United Airlines Flight for Atlanta with HARRY 
BELAFONTE on the morning of 4/30/65, HY subsequently 
received information that JONES was returning to IJY on 
Saturday, 5/1/65, which along with information that KING 
was going to Philadelphia, indicated that the confei*ence \ 
between KING, LEVISON and JONES would not taJee 


It also was felt that since JONES was going 
to Atlanta on Friday that he would be the person to bring 
KING the speech he requested for his Philadelphia speaking 
engagementr 


When information was developed by Philadelphia 
that KI^JG was coming to NY on Saturday evening, a sur¬ 
veillance was conducted on LEVISON to cover any meeting he 
might make with KING, As indicated by the attached LHM, 
LEVISON did not meet with KING in NY on the night of 5/1/65, 
and, in fact, ac LEVISON stated there was a complete mis- 
underotanding between the three of them and that JONES 
should arrange a new meeting now tentatively scheduled for 
May 10 or 11, 1965 in Atlanta, 


9 



r 


/afv; elf'll ''*Vn 


w^sr 

S E K T 
- #'% 

ijE.iKO STATES >^;:rAUi'MKNT oi- yjsxycE 

\ 

J EDIT? AT BUnEAtl OF INVESTIG ATION 


^n Hiply, PU'UiO Ih fvr to 

I'th No. 

Bufile 100-4142529 


) I;I? AT B UH I; A tl OF 1 N VESTk; a i ION ^ 

. CLASs4 ir:0 ASD r-- A / , n^. i 

New York, New York EX'U Enrn BY .. KXv.felli 

May 4 , 1965 BfASoN’ rr.S t/.U^iiON ^ 

fCiM, II, .. 

DATE OE C ( 

DOHrASSiFlCAl iOK. - .X* .1 - - 

T Influence in Racial Matters <^o 7 T 


Communist Influence in Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


A confidential source furnished the following 
information concerning contacts between Stanley Levison 
and Clarence Jones on May 2 , 1965: M / . -x 

t he saw trie ”1 


Levison told Jones that he saw trie "person” in 
PhiJ.adelphiaas he was being ushered into a meeting and this 
"person" told him that he would see Levison later. Levison 
said that he replied he would not be around. Jones stated 
that the only reason he would have stayed around would have 
been for the three of them getting together. Jones added 
that he was waiting to hear from either one of them as to 
whether he would go to Philadelphia. Levison commented 
that apparently there vras a complete misunderstanding 
between the three of them and asked Jones t^ c^l^Philadelphis 
and work out a meeting in the near future. lliQ 

(It is noted that Martin Luther King was in 
Philadelphia over the ’weekend of May 1 and 2, where he was 
to address a bar association group).^ ( 

Subsequently, Clarence Jones contacted Martin 
Luther King who told Jones that things went well on May 
1* 1365, and that Stan (Levison) brought the "statement". 

King added that he used the "thing" he worked up in New 
York because he did not have time to look at the material 
Stan brought him before going on stage* 


D*u; OI 


l!P V- 
JUEOI^ »4wh7 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
-TfcTTTirrwrTTO ® contents are not to be distributed outside 
.agency. 
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Cojnrnnnist Influence in Racial Matters 


King mentioned that he would i^eturn to Atlanta 
and be tliere until Hay 12* when he would go to New York 
for a meeting. Jones tola him that there are a couple of 
pre^ssing matters j both relating to the Mevj York Office (of th 
SouDiern Christian Leadership Conference) (SCLC) that needed 
to be discussed because ’*our friend” is going on a trip 
sooHn They tentatively set a meeting fox' themselves and 
”our friend” for May 11, 1985 in Atlanta» 

The source has previously furnished information 
show5.ng that when King and Jones discuss '’our friend” they 
mean Stanley Levison^ 

Jones also said that when King attends an 
Adninisrrati.ve Committee meeting (of SCLC) on May 6,7, 

19B5, he hopes King will discuss the Summer Community Organ¬ 
ization and Political Education Project because this is a 
problem between the SCLC and the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committeec/_ 

Jones and King also discussed the handling of 
the proceeds from the "Broadway Answers SeLma" show (held 
in New York City on April 4, 1965). King said the group 
should check with V.-ilie Branton (phonetic) about the money 
because he has handled gifts in the past. King wants the 
Anti-Delosation League to give the money directly to the 
Southern Regional Council since this league now has the 
money from the show, Jones agreed to discuss the matter 
with Branton (phonetic) who is now in Atlanta. 

Wiley Branton was cliosen recently by Vice 
President Humphrey to be Executive Secretary of the 
President’s Council on Equal Opportunity.g 


Y 2 “ 

S Ey E T 

A 


c r. i: T 


Co,,.r<.u.i l:: u in Raci.:2. i 


Later, Lpr^ison was again in contact 

Jones stated 


v;>io raid he had snc-ken to 


i\. 


with 

that 


Jones 

.ng. Jones stated that King 
f.iiv. j-j-i'au enar.cti they can meet VJill De the nights of 
Kay a') c nd 11 in Atlanta. Levi sen said that he could make 
i'i: and Jones added that all. that remained was to confirm 


the date with King^/ 




Levison proposed that tliay meet before seeing 
Kings stating this would give them a framework from which 
to work, and Jones agreed, Levison said the two main things 
to be ccTisidered are, the organization of the SCLC to 

it a real organization and the Questions around King 


personal 


^ CW) 


Jones advised that King had placed top priority 
on a plan to find someone who could be what amounts to 
an executive vice president. King told Jones that if he 
knc'? anyone qualified he could hire him, Levison said he 
was glad King felt this way and that they would discuss 
itc Levison sid he would like to suggest Larry Perkins 


T t.i^ n ^ 


Negro 


ri^*i T 


,3 

i: Uin.1, 


reixiax'ke d 


doubted that Perkins would be willing to go to Atlanta 




Levison further stated that they had to find 
someone who would work well with Jones and for this 
reason it is important that he and Jones find someone for 
this position, Jones commented that t}ie problem is that 
there is a bisakdown because rhere is nobody to take charge 
of things* Levison then added "in a certain sense it is 


M /i T.l 


^4* il 


yjx i. 


has a,ny problems in connection with it because I make 
the decisions and then Adele (Kanter of the New York SCLC 
Office) just goes ahead and does it and f-l/at i^^ what he 
needs in A.tlarta on a far larger scale,"/ 


Levi^s^n^and Jones agreed to discus! 
next meeting. 
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C n .'i s t I n f 1 u c ri c e 


Racial I la 11 o rr. 


C ?,''i re p cc J or e s 


Clarence Jones is the General Counsel to the 
Ganohi Society for Human Rights, 15 East 40th 
Street, Nev/ York, New York. 




The Labor Youth League has been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450* 


Larr y Perkins 

A confidential source advised on March S, 1954, 
that Larry Perkins was known to him to be a member 
of. the Communist Party. 









SPATES depahtmi:nt o> justice 

rj' \)\ n ^h n'Jlu:Au o v i nv }•:s'rio a' i io n 
I'-iev. ToTie j New y0.0k 


fn Uf’piy, , xQ6S 

raci^o. Rufilo 130-'-:W2529 


Title Communist Influence in Racial Matters 


Character Internal Security - C 


memorandum 

York, 


Reference is made to the letterhead 
, dated and captioned as above at New 


All sources (except any listed below) whose 
identities are concealed in refei^nced communication 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conciisions of the FBI, It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outsideyour agency. 
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TO: 

FROM: 


Dii’ector, FBI 

SAC, Knoxville (157-253) 


/J.-L Tr”0''?'.''TT.W CONTAINED. 


r'T 

on:: 


THREATS AGAINSt THE LIFE OF 
MARTIN LUTHe£-KING 

Attached hereto for the Bureau are eight copies 
and for Atlanta two copies of an LHM reporting information 
received in the Knoxville Office on 4/30/65, 

The sources from which this information was obtained 
are as follows: 


a 


hl(p) 



The sources lor Hignianaer Kesearcn ana Education 
Center are as follows: 










is House of Representatives Select Com¬ 
mittee to Ihve&ligate Foundations and Other Organizations, 
which committee advised the Bureau by memo reflecting inter- , 
views with various witnesses, including BUDENZ. 

the site fo^^B^H^hlande^JtesearcI^an^Educati^ Center is 
located has been^ap^^cj^jg^wiy advJ^sed c^cerning dlscussio 
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among klansiaen of Dr, KING’S reported trip to Blount 
County to dedicate the summer camp and the possibility 
of klansmen being involved in violence directed against 

him. 


This information was furnished locally to OSI, 
ONI, G-2 and Secret Service, 


The submitting office is following this matter 
through sources from which the above information was ob¬ 
tained. 


Mo action is requested of the Atlanta Office 
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THFvEATS i^GAINST LIFE OF 

MARTIN LITHER KING 



HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER 



advised that the 

Highlander foik scnool Mtl SkR^Riililuii^n located near 
Monteagle, Tennessee; that it was an institution with 
classes on a seminar basis supported primarily by donations 
from individuals and from labor unions in the form of pay¬ 
ments for students who attend, and to some extent by the 
Farmers' Union. It offered courses of instruction in labor 
organization, official economics, parliamentary procedure, 
and the general field of labor education. ^ 


This source added that this school has had 
Communist Party members on its staff and as instructors, 
and has followed the practice of welcoming Communist Party 


- 2 - 




THR.S.atS against the life of 

MARTIN LETHER KING 


\ 


rs as studf3ntSj but to ths source's knowledge the 
soh;:.'>l has never olfered courses of instruction in Com¬ 
munistic matters nor has the Co?^jinunist element ever com¬ 
pletely controlled the icstitii-tion. 

/ CBHlBP^^vised that LOUIS BITIENZ, admitted 
former editor of the "Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist 
newspaper, and former official ef the Communist Party, advised 
on November 21, 1952, that the Highlander Folk School was 
pro-CcnuDunist. BiT>ENZ did ni t give f urther details regard¬ 
ing this school c 

The October 8, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News- 
Sentinel, a local daily/newspaper published at Knoxvilie, 
Tennessee, contained article reflecting the Highlander 
Folk Sv^hrol had annoui^ed plans for a similar school at 
Kncxville tc be loc^Vd at 1625 Riverside Drive. The arti¬ 
cle identified MYLESywOOTON as Director of Highlander. 

The Decembner 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News- 
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December l6, 
19^1“ ais" of Highlander Folk School, llonteagle, Tennessee, 
were aucti ned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree 
alter the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee 
laws and failed in appeals to the State and United States 
Supreme Courts. 


The July 8, 1962 issue of the Knoxville News-Sontinel 
contained an article reflecting the land on which ”Hig&la,nder 
Folk School was formerly located had been sold at public auction 
under court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, 
Director of Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved 


•* ^ . 1 . 4 1 1 ^ 

lUiUA V Ji , 


_ 

jic; uuc;;£70<cr>c: , 


nr'»'< o rk rl 


for an organization called Highlander Research and Education 
Center. 
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UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC. 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UNITED KLANS) 


Records of Superior Court of Fulton County, Georgia, 
show that this klan organization was granted a corporate 
charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, Georgia, under the 
name United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc, 

A source advised on February 27, 1961, that United 
Klans was formed as a result of a split in U. S, Klans, Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to the source, the split 
resulted from a leadership dispute and United Klans has the 
same aims and objectives as the parent group. These are the 
promotion of Americanism, white supremacy, and segretation of 
the races, 


The first source and a second source advised in 
July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established headquarters 
in Suite 401, The Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The 
organization is directed by Robert Shelton, Imperial Wizard, 
and is the dominant klan group in the South with units in 
several southern states. 

On August 14, 1961, the second source advised that 
the organization formerly known as United Klans, Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc., would be known in the future 
as United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 
The second source said the name was changed by a resolution 
adopted at the National Klonvocation held July 8, 1961, at 
Indian Springs, Georgia. 

Second source advised that at a meeting at Prattville, 
Alabama, on October 22, 1961, a majority of the klaverns of the 
U. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan merged with the United 
Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 



1 


UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC., 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN 
_ (Tennessee )_ 


On March 20, 1961, a source advised that a state 
meeting of the U. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., 
was held at Harriman, Tennessee, on Sunday afternoon, March 19, 
1961. GEORGE COMPTON, Grand Dragon, State of Tennessee, 
announced that the U. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
Inc., was no longer in existence and Imperial Officer WESLEY 
.MORGAN of Atlanta was present and announced the formation of 
a new organization, United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan. The Source stated that members present from 
the Maryville, Harriman, and Dayton, Tennessee, chapters of 
the U. S. Klans, KKKK, Inc., voted unanimously to affiliate 
with the United Klans of America, Inc., KKKK. The Source 
advised that the Dayton, Tennessee, Klavern was not holding 
regular meetings and that only the Maryville and Harriman 
Klaverns were holding regular meetings. 

On July 20, 1964, Source stated that the only 
active chapters of this organization in Tennessee are at 
Maryville, Tennessee, Harriman, Tennessee, and that recently 
a chapter has been formed at Knoxville, Tennessee. These 
chapters hold regular meetings. 
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/KD STATES DEPAKT: .1 NT 01 tJSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVKf/riCATlON 


Knoxville, Tennessee 
May 3, 1965 


THREATS AGAINST THE LIFE OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING 


1965, 


Reference 
at Knoxville, 


is made to memorandum dated May 
captioned as above. 


3 , 



Sources concealed herein in referenced communi-^ 
cation have furnished re liable information in the past 
except Contact with these persons has 

not been maintained for a sufficient length of time to 
permit an accurate evaluation to be made of Information 
furnished by them. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-400) 

RE: ALLEGED PLOT/BG ASSASSINATE 

MARTIN LUTHER/KIKG, JR. 

AT WILSON, N.C. 

5/16-23/^5- 

RM 


Re Charlotte tel to the Bureau and Atlanta 
dated 5/3/65. ^ > 

Established sources at Atlanta, Ga., have not 
received information of a trip by KING to Wilson, N.C. 
Sources have advised that KING will be in Louisville, 
Kentucky on 5/16/65 and New York City for a convention 
of the American Jewish Committee on 5/20/65. There is 
no information available to date regarding KING'S where¬ 
abouts for the other days of that week. 

Atlanta will follow KING'S activities and advise 
Charlotte of any intended visit to that Division. 
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BK^NAUn S. 
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75-1185 


SOIJTIICLL CIIRISTTA 
V. CI.ALLLCL A. LA 
CIVIL ACTIOL LU.L- 
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I'ii 76-1186 


COMFE'lKilC!'; (SCTC) 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) 


g^rial !pulloci Lroa this l 
U.S. District JucYc John LG’-:i 
National Archives. 
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I have received the copy oC your letter of May 5th 
to Honorable Edwin WlUls and want to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your very kind remarks. I am glad that you found.^ 
my speech, **Time for Decision/' to be of Interest. ^ 

While I would like to be of assistance c(wcerniag 
the question you asked, information in our files must be maintained 
as confidential pursuant to regulations of the Department pf Justice 
and is available for official use only. I am sure you will und^tand 
the reason for this policy and why I am not in a position to cc^ment 
as you desire. 








I am enclosing some information which I hope yotf 


will find of interest. 


ALli IirrORI^ATTON CCKTATIIED 
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Enclosures (5) 


Sincerely yours, 

3i^<fear Hoover 
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Remarks by Senator Dodd regarding Civil Rights Matters 
FBI's Role in the Field of Civil Rights 
FBI: Protector of Civil Liberties 
FBI and Civil Rights 
FBI... Guardian of Civil Rights 
NOTE: Bufiles reflect the following information concerning the corres¬ 
pondent. Previous outgoing 12/1/64. She sent copy of letter she wrote to 
local radio s^tion supporting Director after hearing critical editorial. She 
was not ldenufiabte‘4i^v{as sent T|me for Decision. 

Correspondent refers *io that society which is assumed to be the John Birch 
Society with which the Bureau is familiar. / ^ 

w« ■ ■ '\if> 


I- MAJL ROOtif 


cn 


TELETYPE UNIT 


o 





Honorable tidwin V/illis, Chairman 
House Coruiaittee on Un’-American Activities 
House Ofi'ice Building 
Washington, D,C* 


> / i.. 


oCTuriarles, fissouri - 

Kay 5, 1965 1; 

r 


. 
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Dear Kr* Vuillis; 

/ 

u 

Martin Luther hia£..i5 surrounded by communists and 
financed by^'conimanists# he refuses to disassociate himself 
from them oB*their financial backing. J. Edgar Hoover was far 
too modest In his appraisal of this demagogue. 


An investigiition of King and cohorts would not be 
political suicide, ler(tle‘^;en; it would be upi^oiding the ten 
co.mand.-nents. 


Very truly yours, 



cc: Hon. V/. Hungate 
Kr. J.E. Hoover 


V-- 


FIbover - Can you give nie suggestions on how ^est I can ^e\] 
comh'it this mo^ ster■■ I aa r.iembe:■ o T THAT -- '• eJ e' 
‘ and do nuch letter writing and ioTcr-dng, etc, 

Py the v;ay, your '’Time for decision-’ glveii in 
Colics was exactly what v:e expect fron a great 
ran t •*: a t you a re , t i r . 
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Transmit the follcwinq in 
Via .. 




(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 


(Priority) 


TO: 

FROM: 



DIRECTOR, rSI (10n-10667<?) 


SAC- BIRMINGHAM (47-2821) 

f J ' ^ ^ */ '' 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ' \ * 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


THREATS AGAINST KING 

ReBUAirtel 4-13-65 and BHairtel 4-19-65. 



^Enclose^^^^^^emorandum of explanation submitted to 
me by SA |||||PI||BHHS|BPI|l^concerninp his delay in prenarinp a 
letterhead memorandum for dissemination in the above captioned 
matter. / 

hi CO N — . 

failure to act more promptly in this matter 
resulted from his determination that the comnlainant who furnished 
the original information was comnletely unreliable and had 
obviously furnished false information. The Agent handled this I 
matter more or less as a routine imoersonation matter rather than / 
treating it as a legitimate threat against the life of MARTIN / 
LUTHER KING, JR, 

I have discussed this matter at some length with SA 
MBH^and strongly reprimanded him for his delay in disseminati^i^ 
the information. He now fullv understands that any information 
pertaining to a threat apinst the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING is 
to Im- immediately disseminated regardless of the source of the 
information. He is aVelatively new Agent in the service, who 
Appears to have learn^ a valuable lesson from this incident. 
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«Sr» ^O0-/0 tr 
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OTKtr.RISE- 


3 TWft-e^l965 

X' 


A/ / . f- 
../Approved' 


^Sj;>pcial Agent in Charge 


Sent 


M I^er 





BH 67-252 


It should be noted that the information furnished bv the 
comnlainant was immediately disseminated to local authorities 
in Birmingham, 

RECOMMENDATION: / r ' 

- / ■ ^ ) 

Although SA^SBBl^was derelict in not disseminating 
the information more promptly, I am confident he will handle 
such matters expeditiously in the future. He has been 
orally reprimanded and made fully aware of the Bureau’s 
resDonsibilities in matters of this kind. No further 
administratiye action is recommended. 
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Memorandum 

: SAC, Birmingham (47-2821) date: 4/26/65 

subject: martin LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 
THREATS AGAINST KING 


Instructions to advise the Bureau of the above 
matter were given to this Agent on the afternoon of March 19, 
1965. 





This Agent commenced working on the 
investigation, March 21, 1965; and on March 23,1^65, was 
assigned to a banl^robber^^^6n March 26, 1965, be was assigned 
to the arrest of |||||||||||||||H of a Civil Rights case, 

and subsequently appWred before Federal Grand Jury, April 5-6, 
1965. This matter was dictated on April 7, 1965. 


The complainant in this matter turned out to be 
completely unreliable, and the information he furnished was 
obviously without any basis in fact. Had there been any 
reason to put any credence at all in complainant's informa¬ 
tion, the above matter would have been considered as a security 
matter, and Atlanta and the Bureau would have been immediately 
advised on March 11, 1965. The letterhead memorandum was only 
furnished to confirm the telephonic contact of the local Bureau 
of Narcotics with their Washington, D.C., Office in this matter 

Since local authorities had been advised of the 
above, and in view of the complainant's complete unreliability, 
it was not felt that any further action was required. 


In the future, any information received regarding 
a threat to MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., will be immediately 
disseminated to the Bureau and Atlanta, regardless of the 
source of the information. 


I sincerely regret the delay in this instance, 
and assure you there will be no recurrence. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 
THREAT AGAINST KING 


-Mr, Belmont 

- Mr, Callahan 

- Mr, Sullivan 
-Hr, Baumgardn< 
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By airtel April 26, 1965, Special Agent in Charge I 
the Bi rmingham Office subnitted explanations of Special Agent 
imill^concerning bis delay in preparing a letterhead menorandum for 
submissio n to th e Bureau and recommended no additional administrative 
action as been orally reprimanded and made fully avare 

Bureau’s responsibilities in matters of this type. 







Special Agent ■H|p In his explanation, a copy of which 
attached, stated that the complainant who originally submitted the 
information, indicating that five individuals were planning to kill 
Martin Luther King, Ji*** st Birmingham with a reward of $15,000 being 
offered to the assassin, was completely unreliable and there was no reason 
to put any credence to information furnished. The information furnished 
was obviously without any basis in fact and, therefore, was not given 
expeditious handling. The information was submitted to the Bureau prlmar 
X to confirm telephonic contact of the Birmingham Bureau of Narcotics with 

j their Headquarters at Washington, D,C, since the complainant alleged that 

he was •’employed** by the Federal Narcotics Bureau in Washington, D,C, / 

) Special Agent who received the information on March XI, 

^ ^ ^1965, did furnish information regarding the alleged threat to the 

United States Secret Service, the Federal Bureau of Narcotics and local 
law enforcement agencies on the same date the information was received. 
This action was ail that was necessary with the exception of keeping the 
Bureau advised, 

/ A good portion of the delay durlngth^period March 11, through 

I April 8, 1965, was ca used b^ Speclal Ag ent HjBHp assignment to expedite 

matters Including the bank robbery and violations o: 

the Civil Rights Act, ^ 

' ^^-OBSERVATIONS: ^ ^ . 

I WOO 

I It appears that Special Agent VHH||r Infor¬ 

mation received was corre ct, T he necessary T^^diete •iMiAAon was also tali 
properly by Spedial Agent ^hich, of course, Included notifying 
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Kcmoraridura to Mr, Sullivan 
RE; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR* 
100-106670 


appropriate local authorities. The letterhead memorandum concerning this 
matter when received at the Bureau was disseminated to the Department and 
interested intelligence agencies which letterhead contained all action 
taken regarding the threat. 


It is believed that no additional administrative action is 
warra nted or necessary in this matter particularly since Special Agent 
flHKl^has been reprimanded by his Special Agent in Charge and is now 
rfflTy aware of the Bureau*s responsibi lities in matters of this type* 

who is a relatively new 


It is also believed that Special Agent_^ 

Agent in the service appears to have learned a valuable lesson from this 
incident. 


RECOMMENDATION ; 

That no further administrative action be taken regarding the 
delay in furnishing pertinent information to the Bureau relating to a 
threat against the life of Martin Luther King, Jr, 
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5, District: Jucce Joan Lg’.ms oi.n.th, Jr., o 

tional Ar cl lives. 


to 



RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE H. KELLEY 
(U.S.D.C, D,C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 


ET AL. 
76-1185 


SOUTIIERM CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCWEERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial dated pulled from this file 

under court order of U,S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith,*Jr., and sent to National Archives. 


£AC, PbtladalpJsJa (100-46230) 


6/12/ 65 


V 




director, FBI <100-106670) 

/J 

mmin litther jb. 
SKCUSm MATTER - C 



Beuralrtel and letterhead Bemorandun dated 5/4/65 
which reported the details of a telephone call received by 
a Bureau Agent in your office the evening of 5/1/65* It is 
reported that "The caller stated *!*■ going to kill Martin 
Luther King» Monday** This caller, who sounded as if he 
were white. Bale, age 20 to 25 years, seemingly reasonably 
well educated, abroptly hung op*" 

If all that was stated by the caller is that 
indicated in the single quotation above, it is difficult for 
the ^read to understand how all of the descriptive data 
could be attached to the caller* 

. 2bder such circumstances it appears that too 
great^^a ll^rty is taken in the area of conclusion* On the 
othef^ hand, if additional conversation was had with the 
calljlr, i^at be said should be reported so that the Bureau 
wouUd be fully informal and so that there would at least be 
some basis for the description* 


By return airtel advise the Bureau whether or sot 
the caller made any statements other than that attributed to 
him* Besubmlt letterhead memorandum in line with the 
foregoing observations* 
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1 - Hr. Freund 


To: SAC, Knoxville (157-853) 

Frcn; Director, ISX 

IfiBEATS AGAINST THE LIFE OF 
MARTIN LOXHEHAING 
RACIAL HATTERS 


ft I » \ U ' 


UC'U 

n‘- I 


^ >9 / I /i.^^ 
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SeKXftirtel dated 5/3/65 ehlch set forth on page two 
that action is requested of the Atlanta Office.** 


*f%lA ^ A M _. ^ m ^ 

•**’« VA VAAV ILUUSV1J.XV wzxxce IS 02X00X00 XO 

Bulet to all offices with copies to Knoxville ^ted V19/65 
captioned **lfartln Lather King, Jr., 811-^.** This Bulet 
instructed that all infonmtion regarding threats to King tfioold 
he furnished to the Atlanta Office, AS or^r for Atlanta to 
inforw local law authorities. 


Atlanta follow lnstracti<^ set forth in Bulet dated 
4/19/65 concerning the handling of inforaation regarding threats 
to King. 


1 Atlanta 
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S«' C, ijoa ABgcles (100-57225) 


5/12/65 


Clrector, FBI (103-106670) 

0 

eATrriK utthbe kihc, jr. 
SK-C 



io 7(9 


Ee Atlanta alrtel and USi 5/7/65, copies to 
l 06 Angeles, vblch reported on a contact made 5/6/65 between 
subject Xing and bis secretary, Dora McDonald, concerning one 
Bill Bestin (phonetic) of Urn Angeles, California* Boatin 
is apparently involved in some fund-raising activities on 
behalf of Ki^« 

Los Angeles is requited to identify Host in and 
fumisb any available information from your files eoncernliig 
this individual^ particularly subversive inforaation* Furnish 
sufficient descriptive data to enable Bureau to check its 
files* 


1 Atlanta (100-5586) 
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(Type in plainlex! or code) 


REGISTERED KAIL 
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TO 


(Priority) I 

miRF0r?3ATIDN'C0NTAlNEDr 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

: Director. FBI (IOO-IO667O) DATE )SMtflJiA . 
PROM : SAC, Philadelphia (100-46230)(RUG) 

_ _ ^ X . 

(Hkr^) .yr' 



Re Atlanta alrtel dated 4/29/65, Atlanta radio-^ i 
grams dated 4/29/66. 4/60/66. and /f,<^ and 

dated 4/30/65, captioned "CIRM," concerning / 

KING'S travel to Philadelphia. T A 

k 4' - 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight / 'd 

/> Aa ___ a._. . .. / 

iwi wwitsi- uixxces copies as inaicated, of a /' 
letterhead memo suitable for dissemination. 





"^Vn.n. ; 



^ .'L Piir>oian ("y r\r\^~\ f\fii(i'7r\\( ^9Tn>,W/ 

3 - Atlanta (End. - 3){R.M.) 

2 - 100-5586 (MARTIN LUTHER KING) 

1 - 157-653 (BERNARD LEE) 

1 - New York (IOO-136585)(MARTIN LUTHER KING)(Encl. - 1) 

(INF0)(R.M.) 

2 - New Orleans (Enel. - 2)(R.M.) 

AGENCY: /.''■'I. CNl. (rI;!'”1:. ---^ 

D.'.TE FC ::' - ^ ^4/ 7 

- HOW FORV/: _ /C jS - . 



EAS: Dizo 
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Extremely discreet spot checks at the Bellevue- 
Stratford Hotel and the University Museum failed to reflect 
any individual resembling STANLEY I-EVISON or CLARENCE JONES. 


aavisea tnat JUNii^n5T!g6Cl Ms pianS RRCl departed Phlla^ 
phla with BERNARB^tEE, his aide, on ^Pennsylvania railroad 
train, leaving at\;09 p.m. for New Yo rk City. KCNQ 
Indicated he would stay at the Amei^^na Hotel and return to 
Philadelphia, Hr30 a.m., 5/2/65, 

SAS of the FBI maintained an extremely discreet 
spot check at the Franklin Motor Inn in an effort to 
identify KING or any of his associates entering the motel. 

At approximately 7^20 p.m., SAS observed a 196I or 1962 
black Cadillac limousine, bearing Louisiana license 
I70B 052, pull up to the rear of the Franklin Motor Innandite 
three HGile Ihgro occupants enter the motel through a side 
entrance. Although it was subsequently determined that 
KING eventually showed up on New York, it is not known 
whether or not this limousine has any connection with 
KING. 
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I'll 100-46230 


hi (p) 


For the information of Atlanta 


'eau 


K J ' ^TSCOTT an 
.'"'’the meel? 


_ advised that th^ 

^]ie***^uniLD of KING*s speech, 


was 


inentlone( 



LRK, of Pennj 


.a. 


Ldvlsed that Sena.torfl 
were In attendance at 


...____ fawning" over KING, who gave the 

Impressioi^during his speech of trying to Justify disobedience 
to the laf 

J ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■iSdvlsed that KXNa 
left Philadelphia for Atlanta at approximately 1:00 a.m., 
5/4/65, by plane. 


NEW ORLEANS: 


At New Orleansj La, 

Will check Louisiana license 
Atlanta and the Bureau of identity of •wner. 



hl(Sr) 

and advise 
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ML INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE/^ 


Phll?*delpiDla, Pemisylvania 
May 6 , 1965 


{j?0^ If 


KING> 


MARTIN LUTHER KING^ JR, 



advised that MARTIN LUTHER 
Leadership 


Conference (SCLC), participated on May 1, 19 ^ 5 » a i>anel 

discussion which was part of a seminar under the general 
title "The Rule of Law in A Changing Socleseminar 
commemorated Law Day U.S,A« According KING's 

speech was moderate and more or less conclTiator^/ 





The Philadelphia Inquirer on May 2, 19^3, in 
reporting on the Law Day U,S*A, Seminar, quoted KING as 
saying "Justice at times proceeds with a halting gait and the 
law has often been slow to speak for the poor, the dispossessed 
and the disfranchised." KING told the group that "only a few 
years ago labor unions were conspiracies and Negroes were 
chattels in the eyes of the law." KING paid tribute to the 
legal profession for "its many contributions to the civil 
rights movement." 



The Philadelphia Sunday Bulletin, in its edition 
May 2, 19^5, contained an article on page 1, captioned 
"KING Chides Extremists at Law Day Rally." The article 
reflected that DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, a featured speaker at 
a Law Day U.S.A. observance, warned that if white 
extremists have their way, the South will be reduced to 
anarchy. KING said that many Southerners claim his civil 
rights movement is as lawless as the deeds of segregationists. 
Denying the charge, he said that the really lawless are 
those who bomb churches, kill and beat demonstrators, then 
hide from authorities. 


The end result of such tactics, which KING 
attributed to the Ku Klux Klan and white extremists, would 
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MARTIH I.IPiTOR KITJO, JR 


be aiiarchy because, he said, the guilty refuse to accept 
the legal penalty. 

In contrast, KING asserted, his supporters 
demonstrate openly and willingly accept the penalties, 

"We defy openly and willingly go to Jail," the 
clergyman said. "Our aim is to persuade." 

KING defended his plan for a boycott of goods 
produced in Alabama, comparing it to the action of the 
colonists against the British tea taxes and the boycott of 
British goods during THOMAS JEFFERSON*s Administration in 
protest against the impressment of U, S. seamen. 

KING called for more active involvement by 
Americans, warning that a "dangerous silence" now prevails 
over too large a section of the population. 

"I have no despair about the future," he said. 

I am convinced that we Negroes will win our freedom all 
over America. Our destiny Is tied up with the destiny of 
America." 


The Evening Bulletin, in its edition of May 
1965 , contained an article on page l4, captioned "KING 
Criticizes U. S, Churches for Failure To Provide Leadership 
in Civil Rights," The article reflected that Rev. Dr. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., on May 2, I 965 , crltized the 
churches, including Negro churches, for falling to provide 
the leadership in such social causes as the civil rights 
movement. 


DR. KING said the church is "the most segregated 
institution in America," and that 11 o*clock on Sunday 
morning is "the most segregated hour in America," 

KING said too many ministers "hide behind their 
stained-glass windows" and he accused some churches of 
being to:' often the "tail lights Instead of the headlights" 
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MARTIN LU‘niER KING, JRo 


» 


( 


< 




in the drive for social betterment. 

DRo KING spoke in dedication ceremonies fol* the 
new $l-million Bright Hope Baptist Church, 12th Street and 
Columbia Avenue, Nearly 3>500 attended. 

There were some 1,800 persons in the chvtrch 
proper and another 1,700 in a lower auditorium and the 
gymnasium watching the proceedings on closed-circuit 
television. 

KING said he thinks of himself as a Baptist 
' minister first and in the tradition of Southern Baptist 
ministers gave a rousing sermon that left his audience 
standing and cheering. 

DR„ KING, who, with his father, is co-pastor of 
the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Qa., said he 
considers his civil rights work as only an extension of 
his ministry. 

"Any religion that talks of the soul and not of 
the conditions that can corrupt and damn the soul is dried, 

ucrau, U.U—iiu i'trxx^xui*, zvxi^u £><a.xu. 

DR. KING said that too often in recent history 
the church has "left men disappointed.” 

KING noted that the apartheid policy of racial 
separation in South Africa has the support of the Dutch 
Reformed Church. 




iTTfin 


aa A H 


are equally guilty because 
problems as civil rights. 


TT»riy churches in the United States 
they often Ignore such 
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MA RTIN L i miER KING^ JR o 


"We suffer in this country,” KING said, "not only 
from the violence of the bad people, but from the silence 
and indifference of the good people,” 

But, KING said, there are signs that the churches 
are waking up. He noted the large number of priests and 
nuns and ministers who Joined the march from Selma to 
Montgomery, Ala, 

DR. KING said many Negro churches suffer from 
either "freeze up" or "burn up,^ 

Those that freeze up, KING said, are the ones 
that have become too dignified, who boast of the important 
people in their congregations and who are ashamed to sing 
the old songs of the Negro heritage. 

The ones that burn up, KING said, are those "with 
more religion in their hands and feet than In their hearts" 
and where sermons are Judged "by their volume and not their 
content," 


On May 3^ Source-2 advised that DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING attended a luncheon sponsored by the Locust 
Club, a private social organization composed of private 
businessmen, at which time he addressed approxlnately 70 
attendees and received from $7^000 to $8,000 in contribu¬ 
tions for his efforts in the South, 

The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, in its edition 
of May 4, 19^5f in an article on page 3> captioned "Racial 
Frustration Breeds Violence, KING Warns Here," reflected 
that DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING addressed 600 civil rights and 
civic leaders attending the Golden Slipper Square Club 
banquet at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel on the evening of 
May 3> 1965. The article reflected that DR. KING received 
the club's 1965 "Humanitarian Award" and a check for 
$1,000 to support the program of the SCLC, which he heads. 
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M ARTIN L U TIIEH KING, JR , 


The article reflected that DR. KDJG warned that 
Negroes will listen to those advocating violence If non¬ 
violent demands for civil rights are not met. 

KING said lack of retaliation by Negroes In the 
South for church bombings and brutality Is proof that the 
theory of nonviolence is deepseated and catching on. 

DR, KING said his warning of violent reprisal 
pertained to Negroes hit hardest by segregation. 

"They feel they have nothing to lose," KING said. 

Expressing appreciation on behalf of the "thousands 
and millions of people who have engaged in this struggle," 
the Nobel Peace Prize winner said; 

"if democracy is to live, segregation must die. 

It*s a new form of slavery. We must get rid of segregation, 
not only to get rid of the Communist challenge, but to 
improve our image abroad," 

DR, KING said the Negro has come a long way in his 
stride toward freedom. 

"But I must balance this by saying that we have a 
long, long way to go," KING said. 

"Just 25 years ago a year hardly passed when 
Negroes in the South weren't lynched by brutal mobs. This 
has Just about ceased today, but there are other things 
Just as bad." 

DR, KING cited church bombings, burnings, the 
death of civil rights workers, restrictive voting laws and 
economic reprisals, 

KING said that more than 200 Negroes in Alabama 
were fired from their Jobs last month because they wanted 
to register to vote. 
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MAR TIN LUniER K i m , JR . 


KING blamed the administration of Governor 
WALLACE for this and other "atrocities." 

The Philadelphia Daily News^ in its edition of 
May 4 , 19^5, contained an article concerning KING'S speech 
at the Golden Slipper Sqixare Club, and indicated that KING 
received a $1,000 check and a miniature Torah, which 
contains the Hebrew text of the five books of Moses. The 
article stated that the $1,000, plus $7,000 which had been 
given to DR, KING earlier by 60 Jewish communal leaders at 
a Locust Club luncheon, will be used, he said, to aid the 
fight for Negro voting registration in Alabama and 
Mississippi, 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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In Juply, iVi sjsc Ttijcr to 
l\}<- h’o. 


Pliiladclphia, Pennsylvania 
l>ay 6, 1965 


Title IXTIIEP KING, JR. 


Character SI* — C 

Reference Letterhead ^,emo^andt^n dated and 
captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed helow) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This documenl contains n.ilher recomm.ndations nor conclusions ol the FBI. It is the property 
ol the FBI and is loaned to your oqency; il and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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AIL INFORMATION CON’TAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEi^ / 5 BY 

ALL im^ORMATION CONTAINED 

IF 

c* < 


Your letter of May 3rd was received during 
Mr. Hoover’s absence; however, you may be sure it will be 
brought to his attention upon his return. 

I know he would want me to point out that infor¬ 
mation contained in our files must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only; therefore, he cannot comment 
as you requested. 


CO ^ 

O 


—C3 


o 

X 



Sincerely yours, 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Bufiles. Since correspondent 
indicates she admires Martin Luther King, it is felt an in-absence reply 



To), cn - 
Bf Ir-.or.I 
iJich: „ 


is appropriate. 
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TRUE COPY 


May 3rd 1965. 


1 


J. Edgar Hoover, 
Head of the F. B.I. 
Washington. D. C. 


Dear Sir. 


z' 


May I have data on Dr MarUn_LutherrKing Jr. 

I Some say he is a communist others say not. I, myself, have 
admired him for what he is trying to do. Am I right or wrong. 
, We had quiet a discussion in our Sunday School Class about 


Conditions in the South. 


O_ 

ooiiie ttiueu wiiii ivu'. 


not. Will you please set me straight on this. 


ruiig oiiit?rfc> uiu 


Sincerely. 


/s/ 



1 TC ufp 5-10-65 



no - 
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r'''PA Pri L 


HVWtJ yl or lfvVhSY?«^Al IQN 
[ID PAQD IHl'GBi-’iAliaK ‘-PlBr 


XXS'' '’ X 

\v\:vx 

XWaXX 


(' ) i'l.'lii'ld i lil'm !\ ai this h)v\dioa in iisa i'ilc'. Oiio or inijit' ol t!u; Cot lowiiif^ stalxMiKaits, vvlioie 
itiilivaU d, (.‘XiAdii tlor' di lriioii. 



DoU li'd iiiidi'i'oxc'iiiidioii(s) , 

iiialfM’ial a\ailai)]o Co! r(d('asc (o you. 



h'KSO 


with 110 sngn-f'aiile 


L.J liiConiudioii porta iiiod oid\ to a third parly with ao roferonca' to you or the; siihjoct of your ro({ucst. 

r~l laldniiutioii irortaiiu'd oiiK' to a third party. Your naiiio is listod in the title only. 

n Documeatts) originating^ with the following government agency(ies)_ 

___ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Pagc(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); - 

__as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s); 


1 I For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

/a£> - ~ ? _ 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) \ 
§ NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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Ti0i'isiTiit the following in . „ 


Viu_ 


A I R T E L 


FROM 


: MRE 


RECTO 


-HERfjW IS UNCI ASSI^-^ j —I 

TOR, FBI (100-106670) V"" ' 'T--' 




PHILADELPHIA (100-46230) (P) 


VF 'Tl 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SM - C 

TOO*: ATLANTA) 


Kl\ 


Re Philadelphia teletype to Bureau dated 5/1/65. 


.? \ 


Forwarded herewith for the Bureau are eight 
sN. ^copies of a self-explanatory letterhead memorandum setting 
forth details of telephone call received Philadelphia 
Office 5/1/65, threatening KING’S life. Two copies of 
,v this letterhead memorandum forwarded for Atlanta as office 
of origin and one copy for information of New York. 

Telenhone call in questionf|r€ceived by SA 


ureau (100-106670) (Encs.-ST (RM) Hi 


'3 -^Bureau (100-106670) (Encs.-ST (RM) 

2 - Atlanta (100-5586) (Encs.-2) (RM) 

1 - New York (100-136585) (Enc.-l) (RM) 

2 - Philadelphia (100-46230) 


! .uf / Of! 


I r ) h 7 ^ -1 


S MAY 5 1965 


iX'i 


i - - - 

\y ^ Special Agent in Charge 




m 

M Per 


/Jff 

dr rL C fJ/O') , 





In I(i i)l\\ Picasf Rfjt r to 
I 'itc A’d. 


vsi i l l) sTA ^ ^:^i nr.rAin \n:> r oi s 

rj:oi:ir\L i;i ni Ai of in\ i s i k,a i ion 


Ph i 1 a d e .1 ph i a , Pe n n s y 1 v an i a 


Hay 4, 1965 


ALLINrOR'.^.ATiONCONTAlNtO 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
"'ATE 1 3 

MARTin LUTHER KING, JR. 


An anon^nnous telephone call was received at the 
Philadelphia Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) by a Special Agent of the FBI at 9:43 p.m.. May 1, 

1965 . 

The caper stated ’'I*m going to kill MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, Monday.” This caller, v7ho sounded as if he were white, 
male, age 20 to 25 years, seemingly reasonably well educated, 
abruptly hung up. 


bit?) 

delphia Police Department, Philadelphia, Pa., was advised. 


No background noises on telephone line. 



Phila- 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its.contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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RE 




BERNARD S. LEE V. CT>*REHCE H. KELLEY, EX AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.CO CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NILTBER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial dated pulled from this file 

under court order of U*S. District Jud^e John Lewis 
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives. 





RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CT^AREHCE M. KE1XF,Y 
(U.S.D.C, D,C*) CIVIL ACTION NUiiDER 

SOUTHERN CHPJSTIAN LEADERSHIP CONEER. 
V. CLARENCE U, ICEXLEY, ET AL (U.S.D. 
CIVIL ACTION NUNDER 76-1186 


, ET AL, 
76-1185 

RICE (SCLC) 
D.c,) 


Unrecorded serial dated pulled from this file 

under court order of U.S, District Judq;e John Lewis 
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives, 
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T ransi; 

Via _ 
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iit tlie folloY/ing in _ 

AIRTEL 


F B 1 


Date; 5/5/65 


(lyt’'' I'iiiintcxt or CO ill-) 

" 1 


_1 


TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
SAC, CHICAGO (100-35356) 



SUBJECT: SCHEDULED VISIT BY REVEREND 

MARTIN LUTHER Icing to JOLIET, 

ILLINOIS, 5/8 - 9/65 
RM 

Remyairtel with enclosed letterhead memoranda 
dated 3/25/65. 

Enclosed for Bureau are 8 copies and for Atlanta 
2 copies of letterhead memorandum (LHM) pertaining to above. 

Chicago will remain in contact with appropriate 
authorities, Joliet, Illinois, to determine new date of 
king’s scheduled appearance in that city. j 

/S - Bureau (Enc. 8) (RM) 

2 - Aflanta (Enc. 2) (100-5586) 

2 - Chicago 

1 - 157-413 


MJW/ejh 
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DATE rORV/: 
HOW FORW: 
BY 


(eIvGLOSURQ, : 



li- 




BO MAY 8 1965 
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80 S 


IfiAf 


C C ' V/icK 
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Approved: 


II 


Special 





.y 


Sent 


M Per 


it in Charge 



















information was furnishod 


On Kay 5, 1965, the abo , :, 
to the following: 



Chicago, Illinois 



Chicago, Illinois 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation* It is 
the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis¬ 
tributed outside your agency. 
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RE: 


re;;naei) s. EE!-: v. ceaee:':ce ;e UEEf.EY, et al. 
(u.s.n.c., E.c.) CIVIL ACTio:^ i;iEr /c: 76-ii85 

SOOVIIERE CM RI ST T AH LEADERS;]]? CON EE REECE (SCT.C) 
V, CLAilEHCE A. ITT'.LEV, ET AL (U.S.D*C., D,C.) 

civ:i:l action noatet yG-iisG 


Serial pulled frovn this I lie under court orcier ol 

' U.S. District Judge John Letrls Suith, Jr., and sent to 

i National Archives. 
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f \J < \ i Vi < i; i V11 V/»' {1 4 j ' * * V ‘W 

I iS U;n'l ASSIFIO) , , 


■ • /*’ 

■ */ 




V .:r; .‘... . A;SX'i;..,:v. 

^ { i'y^jc in pliitu ti:xt ur c c i'<.*^ 

, V i V- A V. X 'i> V nn rCJ’TA1KED 
A.ls-J i.x - ' ' • • • * 

HFTV'.' J 1T3-- - ‘ (Priority or ..j Mailins) 

i:xr.r'.i''T V.'HIK^ blK/tVil __ 


\ ■■■■ '.. ■.' 

^ ^- y - ■- ' 

;' I _ '.-al-y'-' 

Kf^iVcy G-2. : .OjTlT OS A. 


Data Foiv/.... 

‘X"‘0 : nirectoi*, FBI 

.^■i / , , ON / \ KowFoav. /.}. 

PrOiJ Philadelphia (157-1^98) (P) 

^ By:..i..,.„S................ 

SUBjKaT: CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITY, SUMt’SR C? 1955, ' 

.-PHiiADLLPHIA. PA., BY DR., MARTIU LUTHER .'f- 

, . : , dPiCTUG. JR., AHD SOUEHSai^RMRISTIOT--—^ 

I,KADE?tSHIP CONFBBHIICE; . .-\X-. X::-,-. t,-:,:X v:'X^ 

X::.:,: RM ■ 

^ ^00: ^liadeiphla . . ^ 

-*.v^ >-,-■»• I..-,-.. , -- J*\ 1 i, •'.. . •■■'’ytr-'-V.'' 

..* -' ' '■ ” ‘ 

'!,■ Mi.; r:-■ ' ■’ • ■'■'■..■ ■ _ . _ ‘' ■ V-’”. ■’•' 
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By.......// 
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i:-- '■ ■ I-; !-- u'- '■'■'■■ . . 

■ .V" •-if-.'-.T- .'■' r-. 


Philadelphia alrtel to Bureau, ’dated 4/13/65 

--5 -.-■it'- ■ -v/i >Vi Vi 

herewith for the ^Buii^au; 

self-explanatory letterhead menorandum, dated and captloh 

X.as above, ... . - ■ - '■ ■ .v ■ , 'v 


,.* ^; 

, -A 


copies of the enclosed letterhead 
mG::.orandum have been fox*k/ai^ed to el’ll, OSI, INTy^ and.x* 
Secret Service (2), Philadelphia, Pa. 


V-: XEhe Bureau will'be kept 

{mcls. sjiliCLOSui-B -., 1 ';...^^ 
aCL' 157 -. (Civil. RIGHTS ACTIVITy, SUMMER OP 1965/: 

RHIIA.i PA., BY EJl. KARTIH .UJIHER HUG) r 
{DR. MARTIN, WmiER KSXa}Msr'^^0^^’^} 
Rilladelphla ,> .t 

157-1498 -^> : I i ■ ’X-Xv 

157-1214 {P0SS23IJ5 RACIAL VIOICTCK,;^^ 

Hif^pRn f DR. MABTIH MJ-fflER KINa) //)>#':T * 
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RE 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, EX AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D,C.) CIVIL ACTION NUliDER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CMRTSTIAH LEADERSHIP COWEERENCE (SCLC) 
V* CLAUEMCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C,) 
CIVIL ACTION miDER 76-1186 

Unrecorded scrinl dated pulled from this file 

under court order of U.S. District Judo;e John Lewis 
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives. 
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7 :C1 : 6:3T viH6er>jT . 

TO pmeiCTC^, PHILADELPHIA AND NEW YORK 
a: rW YORK VIA IVASH i H 010N-PNC00c0 -. 
fRou ATL;.r:TA (100-^^66) or2il|^ 


•'ll 

& 




r, 


/:( m^r% i 


V >AART !N LUTHlR KING, JR.J SV.-C. 



M 


«' -'<T;' RE NEW YORK TEL APRIL 3° LAST. . •: V ■ ■ ■ :. V 

i:i;^:j^; ; ATLANT|:'sOURCes7AVe’BEEN UNABLE TO^^V CLARENCE JONES , , ~ 

Ay. DEPARTURE FROM ATLANTA; HOWEVER, ONE SOURCE STATED THAT HARRY - 
Y"-JlAFONTE and PARTY CHECKED OUT;^pF^,_PApLXAy^ WOTEL THIS 

IXHATi;TipNES ANQfk^ ’ IN ATLANTA ^ ^ 

^ft^TOGE^^ WITH AN NEGRO. . ^ 4^f 

$ ATLANTA ^MAI NT A tNEO 'ONLY SPOT . PHYS|CAL ^RVIELLANCE IN ^ ^ 

SvXTHIS lMTTER.,FOR"SECURlTY*’-^f'---^-Vo^ f}>^ ■Y> 

5.i#V- ANY ADDiTICNAt INFORMATION WHlCHVBECb^-H^ AS TO /i; 


- 
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‘SiHm':^ 




llOTieECOR»ED 
m MAY 10 ^ 


40tf 


a^VA' jgfW ’v 




:si 5 


^ r ‘ Ji :: 
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'-.1: ■■ 


•-■■.■■ •;:»^ • -■*:,.< .:.».,v^ :'■•il-'.- ■■ t;--J''STl .■ »va><?,;;:«**»v;■ ■>.--i*..,— t; ,-- •^r *,■•,■..*.'•%/ 

Bur«^ I. «. .^.«<t^ ■« ^ 

vxra^id in crder to protect tfcc Bniyat/s crypfogropft^ . . .^ ;:^i'P ■ ;; •• / j- ^ ‘." ;'; . ^ ' ' ': 
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lAij^i'ls) wiilih' !il ('i!!ii* I;-, iii tliis li.K'ntiuii iu llir I'ilr. Oii."- !;i' )i:ui'i' of t!io following Vvliffc 

indiciik’d, ('Nplp.iii Aiis u. Iclion. 

Dc'lcU'd uiidi-i r-xi'iiiidiv.iiA;) h 1 (S) t: .. with no f^f'KO'j'ahlo 

iiiah'/'iol avdijahto foj' rfloa; i- la >oiJ. 

Iiifdiiiiation jKa’L'U/u'd ofjf\’ (o a third parly u il.h /lo rr'A'j'f'iioo lo you o)' tlic suhj('cl of your fccjuc'st. 
fiifonuafioii porhiiucd only (o a third parly. Your naua’’ is lishal in (ho lill(' only. 

DtK'iniit'nKs) orif'tnafinf' u'il.)) I ho following goven)f5K'nt agency (ies)_ 

_____, was/werc forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Pago(s) refened for consultation to the following government agcncy(ies); ____ —. — 

____as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Pagets) withheld for the following reason(s): 


I 1 For your information: 




The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages; 

- y/^ A A n ' 
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XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
% DELETED PAGEtS) K 
gNO DUPLICATION FEE \ 
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XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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May 7, 1665 


EXlib 





Los Angeles, California 



Dear 




90024 


■iU" ■ 

DAT£i>-‘^^ 


: ..IrD 


Your letter of May Ist has been received. 



In response to your request, information in our - • 

files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations cx) 
of the Department of Justice and is available for official use only. 

I am sure you will understand the reason for this policy and adiy ^ 
I am not in a position to comment as you desire. 

In view of your interest in the general field of 
communism, I am enclosing some material addch contains 
suggestions all of us can use in the fight against communism. 

You may also want to read my books, '^Masters of Deceit'* and 
'*A Study of Communism. ** They were written to help readers gain 
an insight into the true nature of communist activities, both in this 
country and abroad. They may be available at your school or local 
library. 


To!;.or 


AiA l::. 7 

...At - 4 19; 
I C«0)v. Bf 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



Enclosures (5) 

Let*s Fight Communism Sanely! 

Commupism ^d The Knowledge To ^mbat It 
Yount Peopje Can Help Defeat Communism 
Comm^^sm—The Incredible Swindle 
One N^i[oi^s Response to Communism 

'here is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 
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Hft.'l ♦iHAUlMU HQOM 








ngeles, Ca 


• • 


90024 


Kr, J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C* 


Dear Sir; 


lO 


In writing a term paper on Martin Luther Kin g, J r.. I 
have come across a signed affidavit ■by'“fbrmer FBI agent 
Karl Prussion which said, in affect, that King has been 
a member of, or wittingly has accepted support from, over 

fin e nmmitrt 4 c 4: c T« 4 ^ _ ± _f _ 

--^ <»iay V* u V41 Xli r'A'ussxon 5 

statement of September 28 , I963, and, if so, do you recog¬ 
nize it as being definite proof that King is a member of 


the communist party* 


c 


Also, could you be so kind as to send me any FBI reports 
you have on communist subversion. 

Sincerely yours. 



Iff^ar Hoover 




I 
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Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch. 


See File 66*2554-7530 for authority. 
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Vi-yx('-' vvi;!,h« Ul fiitirt ly ;.t llii:- H;«...tion in (he file. One or niore of Uic following otalonionts, where 
iiulie.'Ui il, cvplain Uiis de!( ti;>ii. 


n Di-leled under exemption's) _________"iO* •'>0 segregahlc 

n.nterial available for rrdease to you. 

r 1 Information pertained only to a third party willt no reference to you or Uie subject of your request. 

1 1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in Uie title only. 

1 1 OcK'umenttsl originating with the following government agency!ies> ----— 

___ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); ---— 

__ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability u^xm return of the material to the FBI. 


Pagets) withheld for the follow ing reason!s); 



For your information: ’Jii ye TiU ^itOC€SS 


C The following numlx'r is to be- used for reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
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X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX'XXXXX 
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XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 
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iX.•;- (:■) witlilifhl tM!(ii('!\ af lhi« iocatioii in Mu' file. Out.' er niert' ol'ine follewiijf,; sl4>U'i]ients, whiTt* 
iiuM-'nted, explain Mils Mi U-llnn. 


ncM'M'd liinlt 
I'Snfcrinl 


t'\( luiiliv)n(s) 
r.. 


/> A(/V 


with no soffit'g:d)l(? 


□ liifuniintion |)ertained only to a third party \N'i(h no referfiica' to ycui oi the subject of your r('que.st. 

0 Information pertained onlv to a third [)arly. Ymir name is listed in tlie title only. 

I I Documentts) originatintt with the following government agencyties)_ 

__ , was/wcrc forwarded to tlK'in for direct response to you. 


Pago(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencyties);- 

_as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the materia! to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reasonts): 


I I For your information: 



The following number is to be used for refer^ce regarding these pages: 

7f‘/3/h _ 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) \ 
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XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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ijidicnlod, o.\{)lai)) (his dclotioii. 

Dc'hdod undor oa-iiiptioids) _ .. ^ ... ..with no sogro^'able 

iHiitoiial availalilo for ndc^ast* U) you. 

Infonnation pertained only txi a third party wiUi no retV'renee to you or (he subject of your re(iuost. 

\Z2 liit'oniiatiou pertained only to a Ihinl party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

1 1 DoC’umentts) originating with the following government ageney(ies) _____ _ 

_ _ ___, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 

— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); ___—----- 

_________ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI, 

_ Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


1 I For your information: 




The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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T!-K rv’ls/Vi vi; v':> . 

(u,s.n.c., 


WM V. K'iLJ.-:'/, i’T at.. 

n.c.) CIVIL actio:: 7G-iIoS 


SOU'i'nCTN CHiilGTTAW LKADE.;5:UV COEFETETCE (SGI.C) 
V. CLAiTTNCE i-:. A:r,LEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C*) 
CIVIL ACTIOE 7G-I18G 


Serial pullofl froa this Lilc uiKlcr court order of 

U.S. District Jud^ze John Le'ris Smitli, Jr., and sent to 
tional Archives. 
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_ . yv • < O ». ! T" M^tr^ 


’'tr. 'T'- > ..^ 
-^^'■- 'ni'int 

'J-. :: ’•, 


New York, New York 10027 
Dear 


ALLli;FOR'^T!n^r.u.iHU>iLu 

MNlSUNCL^^SS^e 


OD ^ 

Your letter of Apn^ 30th has been receirefi, aod 2 
thought which prompted you to write is appreciated. ' ^ 

c 

Although i would like to be of service» mlormatiou ^ 
cootained la the lilea of the FBI must be mamcalaed as coofidential 
in accordance with regolatlons of the Department of Justice and 
is available for <^ficial use only. 1 regret that i am unable to be 
of assistance iu this instance but trust you will understand the 
reasons for this policy* 

Enclosed is some material which 1 trust you will 
find of interest. 


ALL 


fl'rtrtrrjti T ” 


^C^’I-AINED 

"SIFIED 


Sincerely yours> 


clg3i' iloovar 

1 ✓ 


fnclosures (4) 


1 - New York - Enclosure 


1 - air. Sullivan • Enclosure 
1 ■" Mr. DeXjoach - Enclosure 




^E^TOTO^^^^CLOSURES NEjrf page! 

V »>r« .-T -r*. . .. V 
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Knclosures: 

D, S, N«w3 and ^/orld Report 12-7-64 
U. S. News arid '^'orld Report 12-21-64 




lae r oi b rtoio in me rieiu wi v-ivu rvi|^iua 

’Our Heritage of Greatness” 


NOTE: There Is no derogatory Information In Boflles concerning^ 
and we have had no previous correspondence with him. The Director*8 
statem^t that Dr. King was a *7iotorlotts Liar” was made at the Women's Press 
Conference held on 11-18-64, 




.*7J 
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_ I -r. ' ■/■■,. 

i--. i. 



hi ^ 



kp^XZ V 


!r. 1 , It 
Mr. f;jil<. 

Mr. Kc;s,.,i 
Mr. Sii)!!\ iin 

Mr. T,.v. 1 _ 

Mr. Tr'iKcr _ 

1 f'U'. H.<j<i[ti 
Miss lli/lnics 
Miss (iandy 

-. 


^ 

7 


Ma.* J. tdgoA Hoovzfi, VZfizctoK 
fo.d^AjoJL Bu/lcou 0^ InvestigaZion 
Wa4tliAJigton, V» C. 

VeMA SXjLi 


A'LI 

. 1 ' 

I'cr.r 

• ' i l. 

' 1 i t , ' ^ ‘' 

i-ii; t 

tf'/m 


i- 1 


SA</U4^/^ 

ii'?u 


I paxUoLpatad in tha iinal day (Mo^cK 25 , 1965 ) o< tkd S(Umi-HonlgomeAy nuVitk ^ .J; 
in klabatna. Botk be,^o^z and kince, tkt moAck, I have, been caAAying on 4ome / j 

AidviabU coKAiLSpondtncc laUk leading cleAgymen in Selnta, HonlgomeAy, and 

ingkoxn* ^ J 

45' : 

In a leXtea dated kpAit 24th, a leading mini&teA in BiAmuighm, A^ama, chal- ^ 
tenges me to "get the ^act^'^ on the ^eveaend VoctoA JixAtXJi LtUhea K^g , and 
he Keien^ ^pectiicatly to *'vohateveA.** may be in the PrO~.~ftZw~onni52Sto^ JUng 
tohich looald give Aiie to youA ciiaA.ge that he i& a "notok^couA lia/i , ana to the 
”^actA" uncie^^^g the ^aequent chaage o^ SoutheAn white people that MaXUn , 
LutheA King iA a "Cormunist**, 

I ^uUy Aecognize the confidential natuAe of F.B.I. file^. On the otheA hand, 
we cannot allow a man*A choAacteA to be defamed by false choAges. 


TheAefoAe I will veAy gAeatly appAeciate any Atatement, oA AtatmentA, which you ^ 
can give me conccAning VoctoA King, poAticulaAty on the two potnlA mentioned a~ 
bove» 


Thanking you in advance, I am 





2 -APR 30 1965 



COKKESPONDEN (;. 
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Carbon copy 


FBI 


Bate: 5/V^5 


COt^^tNTlAU 


Ti’ansmlt the follov/lrig In 


Via AIRTEL 


ii "pTaintext or code 


Priority 




FROM: 


SUBJECT: CIRM 

(00: NY) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-^(42529) -v 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-153735) 

UC.OV—- ^ 

CIRM »s,:.TrD!:M |\l‘(r\0Ut.O 

(00: NY) (;;Onf’'Q 




There are enclosed for the Bureau nine copies of a 

setting forth information furnished by i /,% 
concerning a conference call betwe^rn 
V/ACHTEL and MARTIN LUTHER KING, on tho t 
night of 5/2/65. i^Lu) ■ .Y 


kL') 


' 4 - Bureau (100-442529) (Ends. 9) ') 
(l >- 100 - 106670 ) (MARTIN LUraErf 
5 - Atlanta (100-6670) (Encle. 5)~ri 


DKttJ 


I I - 100-5586) (MARTIN LUTffiK KINO) 

1 - 100 - 5718 ) (SCLC) 

1 - 100- , (SNCC) 

1 - 157- ) (SCOPE) 

1 - New York 1100-46729). (bayaRD RUSTIN) (42) • ' 

1 - New York.-< 100-140289> (HARRY WACHTEL) (42) 

1 - New York IOO- 136585 ) (MARTIN LUTHER KINO) (42) 

1 - New York i, 100-130250) (TOM KAHN) 

1 - New York (157- ) (SCOPE) . ipo-/ O (. t 7 C'- 

1 - New York (l06-153735{ (42)" I ___ 

1- New York (100-l47693)C0MINPIL SNCC) (kl) KOT BBCOaDio’ 


_„t»TSAGES0TB9 




^{gmd 

( 16 ) 


150 MAY 12 1965 


NT!A! 


Approved / "" / ___. Sen t M Pe r 

/< feoeolal Asent in C^h^se . 

-- - ...f..... 








M 




The source noted that TOM KAHN was listening In on the 
conTerence on RLFSTIN'c extension, but did not take (^l(^ 


It Is noted that when RUSTIN was Euggestlng that an 
adult recruiter be sent to Nev/ York to oversee the recruiting 
for the SC0P2 project, KING said they should send someone like 
a C. T, VHXVN. RUSTII^ noted that either ANDY YOUNG or VT/IAN 
would be great e.nd that TOM KAIxN and others *’up here** could 
give this i)erscn an insight into how to proceed,/ 


nere cc 


This letterhead memorandum l^c^gg^led "Secret” 
because it contains information fromhighly 
sensitive source liirnishlng Inforniatfl^^DOu^T^la.l matters 
In the United States and Communist attempts to Influence 
these matters and it is felt this classification is necessary 
to protect the source. 




Ui,S'!A'l’i:S i)i;i’ARTMl;NT Ol JUSTICE ff 

// 

rr-DEKAr JHiMKAU 01' INVESTIGATION 

/J/S'Tt' 

New York, New York cLASSlFlfcO CPi/.\/lm/d~ 

May U, 1965 extended UY- . 

Buroau 100-442529 I,CASO^i F'-i' l- ■■'-!■ .'lUN ^ . 

DATE OF KtViEW FOR J", f l'' 
declassification. 

Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


In Ih'itly, /Vivi.sf Rcjir to 

rUe A-'o. 


A confidential source> who has furnished reliabD.e 
Information in the past, advised on May 2, 19^5s that on that 
date? a cc'\ference was held which Involved Bayard Flustln, 

Harry vracMel and Martin Luther IClng, The soiirce furnished 
the fclloEing Information concerning this conference: (I ^(^1 

A dlscuss?on took place as to whether King should 
partlcloate in tvro affairs scheduled for June, in New York City; 
one on June 3, lh65. at Madison Square Garden, where 64 Jewish 
organizations will hold an affair protesting anti~semitIsm In 
the Soviet union^ and one on June o, i965.c at Madison Square 
Garden, snonscA’od by the Committee ior a Sone Lliclear Policy 
(SAFES). ^(1^) 

King was concerned about over exposure in a single 
community, stating th?.t he vjould be in Long Icland, New York, 
on June 12, 19^5. Rustln said that vnes different and that 
King would not have to say much, but would ,^uot have to appear, 
Kd.ng noted that he would be speaking at tho Amorlcan 

Labor Couno:U (N.'iLC) Rally on May 28,. and that these 

other things might be too 

This docurrent contains neither recor;cnendations 
n:r conclv.sions of the FBI. It is the property 
or? the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
i-s contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


g l ’B W P' I 










Re: Corjjnrn.i.st -n'^.'^uor'ce In Racial Mattel's 


aal 




curiit y - C 


Ru'^i’n coiTO'erted that Kins lias a responsibility to 
say scrnethin(_ ibout vcar enO. peace, vh*ich is v/liat the SANI 

Re atlcl that Vice; President Humphrey would 


rally is 
be at thi 


a'joo t ♦ 


hd 


a a .1 


ir, v;hich would give Klrig an opportunity 


to say wh.it hi has never saJd be.tore and that is that he is 
oppf^sed to IrJ’'.st:ice, v;herever It t-Ppears, Ihls, Rustin said, 
would defend King frora attacks claiming King Is a Coirununist 


^ T r 


^ 


far 

Ima, 


bau 

aff 

tne 


V; 


VJac’>tel (.ounseied that he would not go that 
... does connect Ping vdth more p>oople in an 

■ay. ^ ijA 

King v-as cenoerned r.s to how they could fill Madison 

)ted that the Jewish groups 
2 en. £<‘.Id out cu'd that this is 
.Rust.j'i silted that m'^st cf labor 
3 h would v'/Ut King in fanc.s with these 
Ing should non laks any 
:,he RAxJE nalll until -.-..ftir the voting 


f-Lu) 


we Snraen tvrlcs 

and Rustin 

'air cv'. June Ri'd r. 

j--ea'’y had 

most impor font I 

: :ng Rus 

port in Jevrieh, 

Iv.ich would 

corterc. Vh.utel 

, •.'elt that- 


:ang 


staoemont r.o.nr ; 

■ (-jo ■::.'.?by.^|;.eg4^o.-; 

irso hurcUes 


U J. 

■C 


■m 


reg:..' 


o VC C-f 




cleared the 


Hov/ever, Wachtel is interested in h,i,ving King speak 
at the S/HE ral?r'- if King accepts the invitation to appear at 
the an.ti-semlt:.wm af f air^ ^ 

: iey oil nreed to a further diiousr ;.cn cwhether King 
- .r" ?h nhc; < uno yed and 8th affo trs^ v.lthiu:.. the next 

(. 1 ^) 

Rustin chonyed the discussion, stating that it is 
i nportant oo gt a ' i^onted paid Southern Chri s tian leadership 
Con f^ t *n.nco ' SC'.'J- wr. rlrc r to come to Hew 


should ap 
1^5 her 


Vork to ovorsee the 

rocruihme:;:. and training of college studorts for tho ^Sum.mer 
C omo' ;.nl ty i : g ani r. at i on aJid Pol 11 :l c sol Fdu c at ion (SCOPE) project 
in t ;.'0 Scuin, wh.ich i.3 under the dlj*ection of Hosea (Williams, 
Dj.rectcr of Vot^ir Registration for the SCLC). Rustin said he 
is prepared to give full time to the training of these 
recruits through the A. Philip Randolph Institute, which is 
being set up, but only if Hosea asks for his he3.p. 


•2- 





Re: ComFiunlst Influence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


Ru‘:t3n sa.ld that they should have a responsible 
ac’uJ.t cone to I'ew York to handle the recruiting and not a 
biuach of liids., He added that many volunteers could be enlisted t 
v-’ori-: under thin person. He said they should not tell Ho sea 
he is not doing a good Job but should get It across to him that 
the East and Nev; York are too important for k; 




Wachtel asked ho'j the Student Nonviolent 


Coordinat: 
betv’ecn li 
halo, on I' 
orgsrizar 
Ccmoiunls!; 


•:<g C.-''\,;i+(5HU1) 
v: ; Ja i.v's F.-r'san. 
' :Ll 3d., 19 bp, to sei 
. -ns). King said it 
issue oecause io^:.y ' 


"■•■hlng” was. (llie meeting 
}'xecv.tive Secretary of SHCC, 
tie differences bvotwecn thair 
’^/ent wall except for the 
ohCC) say openly that they 


do not mind Communists working with them. King added that 


there we^a 
theory 
sav that i' 
they would 


things ha ^^■\arted t 
■:hc 7 40U _d ne t go r 


?ay 

ng 


wo. 5 
not ; 


'in ^ " en phllcs :'ph.v 
o eleng with i 


renouncing 
:h it. 
contrary 


ommunism in 
eooted to 


ti 


ur 


It 


but 
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Communist Influence In Racial Matters 


Harry V/achtel Is the Executive Vice 
Prc'-llent. of tlie Gandhi Society fo3.' Human 
Rig:h:c,, 11 Ecct 40th Strc-v'::, Yn-lc, 

New York. He resides at ^9 Sflit Hock 
Drive, Klj.gs Point, Long Island, Nev^ York. 




A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto. 







With respect to the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, it is to be noted that this organization is an 
ad,1unct of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC),of which Martin Luther 
King, Jr,, is the president, and serves tO 
raise funds for the SCLC, 



O ' HCfg T 


Coimunlst Influence In Hncinl Hitters 


In "The Seturdny ^lyoning Post", issue of July 11 
18 , 196 i 4 , pogc 76, Soyord i^ustin is the suoject 
of p feature article ceptioned : ’’The Lone Wolf 
of Civil Hi hts". In It, Hustin is said to 
have come to Now York in 1936, os nn orgnnizer 
for the Young Communist League (YCL), ond Cis 
such, he had the job of recruiting students for 
the "Forty", Pur therraore, the article reports 
that during his first ycers in New York, Wustin 
gave most of his earning.s to the "Forty"* He 
reportedly left the ’’party" in the article 

states. 


The ICL has hern drsif^nat{ui pursuant to 
cutive Order 101450* 


The "Dally Worker", February 11, 1957> p^ge 1 
coluren Z, reported that ,3ayard riustln, Kxocutivc 
Secretary, War hr sisters League, vies an observer 
ot thr If th National Convention oi' the 
Communist Party, United States of Araorico 
(CP, USA), held in Novi York City, on 
^bruary 9-12, 1957. 


The "Daily W'orker" 
puollcntibn until 
January 13, 1958. 


vies an Erst Coast Coi^imunist 
it ceased publication on 



Anoth<.r confidential sourer, who has furnished 
reliable information in the p"«st, advised on 
Pebru'^ry 19> 20, 19614, that fe.yard Hustin 
contacted .ienjamln J. Davis on those dates 



B lteiflC T 



Communist Influence In 'Isciol notters 


end SOU; ht his ndvice os to how he could (scope 
from o speaking r;nga^,eraent to whicti he v;os 
committed. On the lotter contact, Davis told 
Rust in that he nos vj or king on his req.ucst and 
hnd contacted friends v;ho had contacts with the 
group to which Rustln was to speck 



”Thc New York Timves'*, August 2k, 196i4, pa^^e 27, 
column I4, reports that Benjamin J. iteivis, 
Nationol Secretary, CP, USA, cied in Mgvj iork 
City on the night of August 22, 196i|. 




1 






Re: Coiru i-e 1 .* L.t Iril'liie]-;ce Tn RaoJal 

lij^eeria.l Secui’j/Ly - C 

APPENDIX 






( 


NATIONAL .G JILD 

T:ie "Guldt? to Subversive Oi'ganlzations and 
Publications,” revised and published as of December 1, 
19^1 j prepared and released by the Comirittee on Un- 
A.-erlcan Activities, United States House of Represent¬ 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the National Lav/yers Guild: 

"National Lav/yers Guild 

”1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Co.rimlttee on Un-A-oerican 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Com"ilttee, 

March 29, 19^^, p. 1^9.) 

”2. Cited as a Conmunist front which ’is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party its front organizations, 
and controlled unions* and which ’since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.' 

(ComtTdttee on Un-A erican Activities, 

House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950^ 
originally related September IT, 1950.) 

”3. 'To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers» fronts have been devised 
making special appeals In behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Coimr.unist Party Itself. 
Among these organizations are the * * * 
National Lawyers Guild. Vhen the 
Communist Party Itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.’ 
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 

1956, p. 91.)" 
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F B I 


Date: 5-4-65 


TransiTiit the following in 

AIRTEL 


V ia 


(Type in plain text or code) 

REGISTERED MAIL 


(Priority) 


r 

V 


CE: 157-731 



advised that he would attempjt 

to recontact fliy Source who furnished this information in order 
that arrangements can be made whereby this source could be inter 
viewedJ2v ^ Agent of the FBI. Contact will be maintained with 

and also with local law enforcement officers in 

Wilson, N. "Cl* 



ATLANTA is requested to attempt to determine if 
Dr. KING is scheduled to be in Wilson, N. C. , during the pertine 
period and to handle this alleged threat to the life of Dr. 

KING in accordance with Bureau instructions. 




Lx\ 





Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 






■ \J'n I) SIM'i.S l/l.lV\)r}MKNT • IIS-CICK 

K1.1) j i: \ I. n I H j r o i i \ >•: s i « i. a i \ u .n 

CV'.a' Ic 1 X. e, North Carolina 
4 1 9^ 5 


RE .. Ai LE V if . C; TO A 3SA5 ST N AT £ T: N LUIHER 

f::;':, w.iscn, north caroljNA, maj‘ 16-23, 1965 
_____ ____ 


b7C<-) 

hi(i) 



considered 


ct." a./.el tr.e 
t.o be reliable 


|UVX seu 

g inforiratiCTT. from a source 



c5 



This SG'urre advised 

he had ; 3 usl re tarred from a Ku Klax Klan meeting 
consisting cf apcrixirraie 1 / s.x hundred members in Johnston 
County, North Carolina 'ear the Nash County line. He stated 
that during the veeX cf Kay 16 23, 1965, Evangelist ORAL ROBERTS 
is scheduled to apoea: in Wilson North Carolina-, During this 
same period a Negro Sirgrng is to be held in the baseball park 
> 4 ^t Wilsor.,, Thousands of Negices are expected to be in attendance 
^ and these two ever>ts are expected to be covered by radio and 

teievisiono Dr. KART IN iriHER KTNG is scheduled to be in attend¬ 
ance at the singi'r.g and reportedly has already reserved rooms 
at the Holiday InrL .Mct&.l W: Isc:- and the Holiday Inn Motel in 
Rocky Mount- North Cc'cl-ra,. This source stated that a bounty 
has been placed c:\ the life cf Dr. KING, and §109,000o00 is to 
be paid to his >,i ilen„ This alleged killer is reported to be 
from Green Fond, a ro!T,Tunity .n Nash County, North Carolina» This 


This documert contains neither recommerdations ncr conclusions 
of the FBIo It is the property of the FfiJ and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed out^ 
side ycur agency« 


iJJu INFOKMATION CORTAlK® 

herein r5 

except TPhJir^ 3i)v)'AU 

OIHET.WISE* 


\i' 

br?ip 


wn OQTTTTF, / 



























RE:. AIi,S-"£C PICT TO ASSASSINATE MARTiN LUTHER KING„ 

W n. 3 ON j N ORT H CA.RC L 1 NA g MA ' 2 ' 16 - 2 31965 

__ _ .... 

i' do-'5 appear at the time cf K?NG’s reported arrival,, will not 
harm KING bat will gather in large numbers in a get together of 
the:r own at the place designated fc :* KINO s appearanceo 

A characterization of the UKA appears in the appendix 
t o t.h ism emc r a r. dum , 




UNITED KLANS CF AWISRICA, INC., 

KNIGHTS OF THE KU KlUX KLAN (NORTH CAROLINA) 
iUNi„TED_KLAN^ _______ 


On August 17,. 1964.- a scarce advised that the North Caro¬ 
lina organization of United Klans cf America, Inc., Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, became affiliated with the national organization of 
the same group in the Spring cf 1961= The State Headquarters are 
at the residence cf North Carolina Grand Dragon JAMES ROBERTSON 
JONES, Granite Quarry, North Carolina, who is subordinate to the 
national organization with headquarters at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

The crganizaticn in Ncrth Carolina has the same aims and 
objectives as the parent group? that is, advocacy of segregation of 
the races and white supremacy. 




c? ca, ityr.. 

Ky'.\r^zs C'"' :Hr K*' }:inc kia^ .'iTNiTeD kla!;s 


^ t '-\ f-s T^ f ^ ^ . 1 j- *-. z.'*^ » 1 •y\ ♦ • i» f?. ^ ^ \ r:i 

■“ - V. Hi«. 1. w 4i ^ ‘Ji: Ji -*3i-I*, /, vjT'C w jL y X a 


shew t.hax *.: >. 2 K'..a.", c rg.-3'':. z i t j.c:''. vas grante.'i a corporate 
charter o:' February 21^ 1961, at Atlanta^ Georgia, upider the 
name United Kiaos, Krights cf the Ki Kiux Klan of America, Inc 


A sc.-me ad-.'Tsed c.: Fcb"--.a''y 2"', 1961 

Klar, s was forme t as a res'..lx rf & split ir. U,> S 
of the Ku K,Lu-X Klar.,- In: , A.-:ortij.g tc the sco 

resulteQ f rciTi a ieade.rs'r <0 d: sf ^.t e ^ st d llvtited 
aiTTs ar.d otceitive? as the pare;.'-’- c-.c up . I>,.e£.e 

of Acperi cam sm white s rerr-ec^y a^ d segregati c 


that United 
o KlanSt Knights 
rce. the split 
Klans has the same 
are the promotion 
n cf the races 


The first source a*" 5 ^^pcond source advised in sJuly 1961, 
that United Klan? >'• .g'^t- : f Ku F.i ix Kiar cf America^ InCe, 
irerged with Ataba.^a jc.. 7 - l = >,-,c-tT ^.f the F/c. Kl jx Kian^ The merg' 
ed crgar.izaticn es: ab I. ed hea iq-;.art ers in 5i: te 4Ci, The Alston 
Building,, Tusr-slec?a . Al aiha’^s . The erganizaticr, xs directed by 
RCBERr SHEITON, I.rr!.'per. a 1 W. zaid, and is the dominant. Klan group in 
the So u th w 1 th u .r,. 11 s > r ^ e v r a 1 see the r n s t a t. e s -. 


CiX. A I'ju St i4, 196.., the second source adv 1 sed that the 

crganizaticn fcrm-erly known a*- "Jr.itel Klans, Kr.ights cf the Ku Klux 
Klar.. c*f Arterica,, line... weeii he known in the future as United Klans 
of America, Inc.,. Kn.ighr.=^ cf t.he Xi K..ux Kian.. The second source 
said the name was changed by a reao.luticn adopted at the National 
Klonvocaticr. held Juiy &, 1961, at Indian Springs, Georgia* 

Secend source advesed that at a meeting at Prattville, 
Alabama, on. October 22, 1961, a majority of the Kiaverns of the 
U, So Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United 
Klans of Airerica, inc«, Kr.ight.s of the Ku Klux Klan* 





Mill) s I • A’ 1 ' i : s I ) }•, iw i( i’ M V. i\ T f' ’: j t ■ h r 1 ( ; e 

I I I) 1’. )( A L li 1.' H !•; A i; OF IN V F Si It. A'l ION 

Charlotte» North Carolina 
May 4, 1965 


Title c 


Character s 
Reference? 


ALLEGED PLOT TQ ASSASSINATE MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, WILSON, NORTH CAROLINA, 
MAY 16^23, 1965 

RACIAL MATTERS 

Memorandum dated May 4, 1965, at 
Charlotte, entitled as above. 


Ail sources (except any listed below) used in 
referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI* It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its con¬ 
tents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. 
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ixco'cmt ACino;' ;;u,r ’ 

V , L.ij/V ■»-‘-* . * iif^r 

CIVIL ACV’IOM MU...-■-.I /C>-] J.o& 


Sprial '3// pv.Tlcfl fro;n this fril 
U.S. UisLrlct Judce John Lc/.i-S 
National Arciiives, 


o Uriel or court order or 
Snlth, Jr., ana s-at to 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 

informative note 

...e_523/65- 

Local authorities have been 
advised. Civil Rights Division 
of Department being 
and natter being followed closel 




f I * ‘ ^ i ' 

i\\ f V n ; 11 - - . . ' ^ 

HEREIN :: UNCLASSalr/ 

[■' Dpii »-) 5 ^,SYS^Afn 

P _ bo7 


FHF;CSH 


' '-/ff 

/ :.i ^.if'T.-V'r?''.-. 




. invar'V-'sii^ •■;>. ./S' 












/Jf?:.s 


-V.'* V 

■/'v ^ ■’^v''^. 

.-J . <*•.»*. :r 

•; ^ 




- " 


W:; ^..*i; 


^ :i^iv--^:.;.-,. ■■■■: ■; • 

k*»-*.-:?•?■ \ "** T c- 


iii: 

viW 


. Y^>'' 

n>.: 


• ••A.c; ■. ■;■;:.'vfr'iL' .;'^4/ .;iV;‘"'> ':■■:■;■, 

-EECv' w--''* ^ -'■”'ri^- .i-'^: J*”/-■i.i'"V■. ^'''' 


--V. ■■»< 




'•.‘iAi*- 


.7...iV‘:'‘''':l\t’^'~)’.. ;• :' •■ ■' ''" '■■'•’E'l'"''’' '■ •''AV 






.idtei:, >AS 


• i.A^s'T.' 


.. i>V,. 


f •V>v. . i 






r' 

V 





:t • V. 

S. OtPA'JTMf f.7 ( , 

coMMiiNiCATio:^ sectio:; 

^ 

teletype 


*.rr. Tf'Ison 


FBI CHARLT 

j' jJ 

2 13 PM URp^NT 5-3-65 JHW ,' ’ ' 


it' 


•:'n‘ 


5 


O' 


'1^ 


/ 


A 



l\i. ih'.p r —• 

Mr. ('>■■]' -’ 

Ml. y -M-a.-l 
^lryr ■lt - 

if,, < 

Mi. "'avrl 

. r ■ -- 

' 1 , 1 , v...m 

i.l i- ... s_ 

Mli;. (jai.Jy- 





U:a r: 


J 


TO: DIRECTOR AMD ATLANTA 

/ 

FROM: CHARLOTTE < 157-731) 3P V' ‘ 

/ V'' 

_ 

... A' I > ' A C » V » ■ r.■ 

ALLEGED PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING# WILSON# NC# 

( 

MAY SIXTEEN DASH TWENTYTHREE# SIXTYFIVE. f . L 

SIXTYFIVE 

,EIGH # NC# ADVISED| 

WIL^^N# NC# OBTAINED FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM SOURCE HE 
CONSIDERED RELIABLE. 

kDVISED 


ON NIGHT! 

fCU Kmy 

HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM MEETING CONSISTING OF APPROXI¬ 




MATELY SIX HUNDRED MEMBERS IN 


^MNSTO^ 


.CO.# NC. HE STATED DURING 


WEEK OF MAY SIXTEEN DASH TWENTYTHREE# EVANGELIST QJ^L ROBERTS 

^ ■ IT- - 

DURING SAMr PERIOD A 




SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN WILSON# NC. 

NEGRO SINGING IS TO OCCUR IN BASEBALL PARK AT WILSON. 
END PAGE ONE ^Xjio 

y >c-» 

rsuna.*ssiyii* may .6 1965 

EIOEfYBHER£sH0i™ 



t> k yl 4 / 




PAGE TWO 


LUTHER KING SCHEDULED TO BE IN ATTENDENCE AND REPORTEDLY HAS 
ALREADY RESERVED ROOMS AT MOTELS IN WILSON AND ROCKY MOUNT# NC* 
THESE EVENTS EXPECTED TO BE COVERED BY RADIO AND TELEVISION* 

SOURCE STATED A BOUNTY HAS BEEN PLACED ON LIFE OF OR* KING AND 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS IS TO BE PAID TO HIS KILLER. ALLEGED 
KILLER# NAME UNKNOWN# IS REPORTEDLY FROM GREEN POND# A COMMUNITY 
IN NASH CO.# NC* FUNDS TO PAY FOR KILLING DR* KING ARE FROM THE 
KKK ORGANIZATION COUNTRY WIDE* 


CONFIRM¬ 
ED THAT PARK HAS BEEN LEASED FOR A NEGRO SINGING CONVENTION 
DURING WEEK OF MAY SIXTEEN DASH TWENTYTHREE# EXACT DATE NOT 
CERTAIN. 

^4 V 

ATLANTA# ATTEMPT DETERMINE IF OR* KING SCHEDULED TO BE IN 
WILSON DURING PERTINENT PERIOD AND HANDLE THREAT PER BUREAU 
INSTRUCTIONS* 




END PAGE TWO 



PAGE THREE 


_ h7 (oj 

CHARLOTTE WILL INTERVl EW |m|[|mP^g^AND CONTACT 
APPROPRIATE INFORMANTS. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES# WILSON# NC# MILITARY INTELLIGENCE# 

AND SECRET SERVICE BEING ADVISED. CONTACT WILL BE MAINTAINED 
WITH^mi^ANO LOCAL AUTHORITIES. LHM FOLLOWS* 

END. 

WA..JMS 
FBI WASH DC 
A T . • • JRM 
FBI ATLANTA 


TUCLR 



. ' tiO 10 

. r jO'* 

IN **■> 27 


40 i() '.Q7 4 


I'Ni i'KD hJ'AI KS CU. 


KXMLN r 


.Memorandum 


TO 


FROJ 





suBjtcrr; 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, DENVER (100-9082) (C) 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURl'FY MATTER - C 
00: ATLANTA 


date: 4/29/65 


AIL UirORi.'iAl ouitTniiiED 
herein IS UNCLASSiFlED 

U07(> 


Re Denver letter and letterhead memorandum (LHM) 

I ... ^dated ^l5l65, captioned|Pg||||BHHHHi|^^ INFORMATION • 

|0 CONCERNING - IS," and Bureau letter to Denver dated 4/19/65, f 
captioned "MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR." 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and four 
copies of a LHM suitable for dissemination. Enclosed for 
Atlanta is one copy of this LHM, which has beer^amendedto 
contain resu lts of con tact with t he supervisor 

Denver, Colorado, on 4/20/65, ; 
as well as carrying The caption "MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR." 



N 





III 




The Bureau and Atlanta should substitute the 
enclosed LHM for the LHM previously submitted on 4/5/65. ^ ^ 

2 - Bureau (Enc. 

1 - Atlanta (100-5586) (Enc, 1) (RM) 

1 - Denver 
BS:cd 
(4) 


/x 


(/ 


EXlOf 



iR" ,-/ 

REC-2e/^". __ 

RECORDED 

2 MAY 3 1965 



May 


^ 1365 


AGENCY: ONI 





BATE ; '.N -• 

liO’vV 




d !■ >‘£^> V'ls^- 
O.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



UMUCOBDRD COTY FILED Of 


1). ri'KO S'{'A'!'i:S DKPAlt’i M KNT Ol- JlIS'riCK 



F E T) I', A L i! r t! i; A \j < J F J N V li STIC A T! O N 


In Hcply, Plaisr Hejer to 
I 'Uc ^’o. 


Denver, Colorado 
April 29, 1965 


MARTIN LUTH E R KING> JR. 


On March 30, 1965, an Agent of the Denv er Office 
of the Federal Bureau of Investig ation c ontacted 
" “"at his place of employment 

Denver, Colorado, atjj^mjpif reques 




time, vho is 

*^advised that he has corresponded numerous 
times with Senator "Bobby” Kennedy of New York and Mar tin 
Luther King concerning the well-being of King. 
furnished a copy of a letter dated March 26, 1965, which he 
wrote, and the original was apparently mailed to Senator 
Kennedy. This letter reads as follows: 




"Dear Bobby, 


"I believe that Dr. Martin Luther King and 
Vice President Humphrey are well guarded during 
these critical times but, 1 still fear for their 
lives because their violent death at the hands of 
southern racists would cause so much discredit to 
our beloved America, 


then stated that his main purpose in "taking 
to the FBI" is that he is desirous of expressing his fear and 
opinion to J. Edgar Hoover that Dr, Martin Luther King, due 
to his demanding attitude and his unawareness of communist 
infiltration and use of racial unrest and violence, is in 
danger of being assassi nated by "racists, communists or 
Black Muslims." stated that this is merely his opinion 

and he knows of n^threat to the life of Martin Luther King. 


hl(cj 






ip: 


CLOSURE 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINI 

hkrftn rr, classified 
srcFPT vr.zRE sHom 
OTHERWISE, 




MARTIN LUTlliCK KING, JK. 


then set forth the fol lowing points which 
he feels tHe FBI should be av;are of and should make Martin 
Luther King avjare of: 

1. FBI should discover the plot of communists 
to entice racists to assassinate King. 

2. FBI should discover the plot by communists or 
Black Muslims to kidnap King. 

3. King must be convinced of the danger of 
communist threats. 


A. King is like a little boy with a deadly toy. 


In addition to the above information, 
furnished the follov?ing descriptive data: 


Address 

Previous Addresses 
Birth 

Military Service 


advised that the above points are his opinion 
and he know's of no concrete plots or threats by the above- 
named organizations to do bodily harm to Martin Luther King, Jr 


that she 

IS t he supervisor on and he currently works 

as ahe has 
oftei^xpresse^J^^Tunn^idea^^n racial equality, religion, 
and politics to other nurses at the hospital and as a result 




H'\RT1N LOTilRK KTRG, JR. 


some of the nurses re fuse to t alk to him. indicated 

she had some doubt of |^^^pP|rnontal s t ab i 1 ity^h^je ve r , she 
advised in all fa 1 rness""to she V70uld not give an opinion 

as to his mental faculties and stated that only a psychiatrist 
would be able to do this. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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RE; 


BERNAPxD S. LEE V, CU.UEMCE M, EEI.LEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTIiERM CMUTSTIAM LEADERSHIP CONEERENCE 
V. CLARENCE IJ. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., 
CIVIL ACTION NU.I3ER 76-1186 


(SCLC) 

D.C.) 


Unrecorded serial dated 4/3o/6>^ pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Jud^e John Lewis 
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives.. 





(I’nuntj/ 



LOUISVILLE (157-90) (C) ;'x /• 

i:...IST ILIiLLLI.TIOU 0? LHE , \ 

>IZ-L.LCE (SCLC) 

- 

I . orvSLLK V.ALI), 25^0 ^ 

llr.GucLy, ascociaLed v.laL tne Heverand A. D. 

. ^ laaGor oL Zion Baptist Church in Louisville 

i i" Hava rune .'-IriHU LULrUn KXLG> aovrsed that 

•_ _,^'_ xl X _L»•1' — 3 s cno w. V-—e a to v _ 3 i w j_iOU t sv i.x 1 e ^ 

iu't .■.c-i 19^5, in ccnnaction v.ith the Installins 

,r, h^-varana L. VJILLIAMS KING, Pastor of 
:1st Church in Louisville. ^ 

.. •..l-.:0 indicataa Reverend I-V^HTIN LUTHER KING 
Ly ^tay over night in LcuisvLlTe, posslin.y at 


:y is sent to Lev: York for inforniation. 

event Bureau or Atlanta des-.re Loui.sville 
Lon vnlth respect to anticipated visit of 
Ii:: LOITER KIK'G, please advise. 
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DIRECTOR, PHa (j.00-442529) 


PROM: 


SUBJECT: 


SAC, NEW ycruK (100-153735) SECRET AVJERjAJ 

CIRM I : A''c:.i !-‘nEMSION .J 

(00: NV) fCii/iJl, .-.^ 

CATE C;' nlv'lEW l OR ly •»» r ('^ 

DECLAStlFlCATION.V.-- -3-«- -O-V 

There are er^closcd for the Bureau six copies of a 

nformatlon ohtt.lned from 

h 


I I13I*A ISitJv'UiM ( 


pon of 4/29/65> SAS 

_"conducted survelllah 

ce and residence, but JONES and LEIVISON were not 


(^served. 

4 Bureau (100-442529) (Ends. 6) (RM) / ' - / • (... > ■ 

1 (l - 100 - 106670 ) (MARTIN LUTHETKI NG) >' _’ ' , 

2 - Atlanta (l00-6670)—pjif6') (Snds7"2T (RM) NOT RECORDED 

i (1 - 100 - 5586 ) (MARTIN LUTHER KING) , , , 165 MAY 7 196S 
1 - New York (100-73250) (CLARENCE JONES) (42) ^ ^ 

0. - New York (IOO-IIII 8 O) (STANLEY LEVISON) (42)_ 

1 - New York (l00-lll604) (HARRY BELAPONTE) (45) 

1 - New York (IOO-I 36585 ) (MARTIN LUTHER KINO) (42) paooqm COPY 
1 - New York (100-153735) (42) 

l-:!fblladelphla (100- ) Encll Inf{RM) p.QiilfjENTl/M; 

^oienid ^ ,_ 




^_<g2.nr' 


GBlCnril FILED Tf 








NY 100-153735 



ir^MTlAL 


morning of V30/65> " H ^ 

observed CLARENCE JONES and HARRY BELAFONTE 
boarding a United Airlines Plight to Atlanta. 
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This letterhead memorandum 
because it contains information from 
sources which have furnished highly sensitive information 
concerning racial activities in the United States and Communist 
Influence therein. It is felt this classification is necessary 
to protect these valuable sources. 
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Ncv; York, Yev; York 
April 30j 1965 


FX I: ^ 1' ‘ ; S^l^y J/?^ M'' 
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L'ATL' i.. ^ a; .or , /* 

DECLASJhoA riOu....T'rrd:.»>., 


io7(> 


CGr.r.'iUiAist influence xn R^oiol Yotters 
Internal Security - C 


A conYicential source advised on April 2S, 1955^ that o: 
.au dau^- Dora YcDonald, Secretary to Yartin Luther Kin:^, 
.soructed chat the Yollov;in:;; messase be given to Clarence Jones: 


lieug is to specie in Philadelphia on Saturaay 
'ay 1, lioo'^ beiore the Bar Association^ and ±eit he could 
.0 the saaocn he vave beiore the A.sscciaticn oY the Bar oY 
Cray ai ..^v; York (on April 21^ 19op) in at 3 entirety.^ 

/ _'a —r ea.n.'.ani^ one maaaae—pn—a p-''^_-'i—j. -a— a> ncr.s 

^^c^'j'Z-'y^z. ac as a aa«^s-' e d l —erc^nu a.-:*— -.0 Uo>^ 

^ e *aa "'>« t'■ York nooch. Ye v:ill send Jones the outline oY 
-e ?hilad.^lph__ program so Jones can confer v:i*oh "our friend" 
.d corae ur v:ath one or uv:o additional points for rCing to make 


aas m_;_aOv.^_v^.aa caa.c* 


anas source has^ an the past^ furnished 
a-Dorrsation that "cur friend" is Stanley 
Leva sen. 


.Another confidential source advised on April^ 29, 1965, 
an Clarence Jones told Levason he v.’antcd to meet ^^Jith him at 
„.eut 5:00 BY that day. r:ov;ever^ this was not convenient fos- 
^ lo'^ason. Jones said he would be talking to Levlson later that 
rreyL an' and asked Levlson to call him at a meeting which he^ Jones, 
anuLc e attending that afternoon. Jones stated he could meet 


inpon-upton:'!/.. 

‘T-ni f; dofiUTsnt contal 


Ihis document c'bntains neither recommendations 
> ‘ nor conclusions of the P3I. It is the property 

of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 

d»^ ■■ lii li 7"* ■ ftft'iT i^n 
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i^acial Kattei*: 


uvce als.0 ac^ 


.oC 


Apr-il 29^ 1965, 


ly. IC. w 


a Jor.os, O'ones v:ould be going to Atlanta 


Apnil 39j 19 


v.'ltn Hanr-y Belafonte. Jones 


pur-poce ol tne tnlp is to iTioet v;ith a group of Atlanta 
or: nv.o v.’cu'it to invest in his insurance coriOany. Jones 


elafcnts is going dov;n at the recuest of Dr. King 
and also meet v;ith the businessmen 




: is fore 


pril 30 , 


Qafonte has $100^000 in the company, oones explained 
company is the Intra /seerican Life Corporation, v/hich 


. V%. 

^ >C 


nee Jones held a reservation on United Airlines 
A 9 , leaving Nev/ York City, at 8:00 AI-C, on 


morni: 


.f ^riAl 30 , 1955. 


'.r: 


:iraoacr 




pecial Agents of 
:bserved Clarence 


c^. 

mber 3 --- 


9. 


n'-y Belafonte boarding United Adrlines Flight 
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Clarence Jones is the General Counsel to 
one Gsjndhi Society for Human Rights, 

15 Last 40th Street, Nev: York, New York, 



Ihe Labor Youth League has been 
designated pursuaiVc to Ercecutive Order 

10450 . 
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-emoranduHi^ 
as above. 


.Ill sources 



(except any listed belovj) whose identities 
renced* cosnrunicatlon have furnished 
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f\\ 1 IHi UKuiAli J'.'s-'''-V 

uam Hi'-RFIN IS UNCLASS',fll-U 

date 

DM i. 4-20-^''^ rJ - 
'iJtL INFOFJ^ ATX W C‘AK T AI NED. 

HfTS? T V Tin; 2LKS S T ? I ED 
EXciv-'TF'J’rF.r SHOWN 
DIHEaWISE. 




XGR.:iS./.AN WILLIAM L. DICKINSOiM (R. -ALA. ) 

‘c 



RLQULSV X'wR DATA FROM FBI FILES 

By lo:icr ciaiod 4/16/65 Congressman William L. Dickinson,'Kepublican^ 
iroir. elected to Congress in November, 1964, requested that the pirector 

send n'..; v.;..atever information the FBI has in its files on Dr. Martin Luther Kmg and 
pariicul..r;y any mformalion pertaming to Dr. King’s affiliations with communists and 
commun..-5.~front groups. Also, he desires data on the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference and the Southern Conference Education Fund. Also he indicates he would 
be Very much interested in seeing the reports of FBI Agents which concern the demon- 
strut ions and the march from Selma to Montgomery. He states that Alabama papers \ 
stated there were about 100 FBI Agents in Alabama in this connection. Also he reler^if^' 
to his recent speech on the Floor of the House of Representatives on the connection 
between recent civil rights demonstrations in Alabama and the Communist Party^ ,f',^A 

/ 

A copy 01 the remarks by Congressman Dickinson on the Floor of-^yie Jr 
House 01 Representatives on 3-30-65 is attached. , 

V 

Briefly, Congressman Dickinson spoke concerning the march from 
Selrnu ;o iviontgornery, Alabama, and alleged that the press failed to report immoral 
activiime.igageo in by the marchers. He called attention to communist sympathizers 
associn A:.with the march and identified them as Carl Braden, Abner Berry, James 
Peck, . c/ard Rustin and Martin Luther King. He also referred to others who have a 
-cisk background. In this regard he stated that the U. S. Government knows 
..xts; that the FBI has a file on ’’King Martin Luther,” and on the others 
..j.^ed and said ”the Government helped promote the occurrences in Alabama. ” 

He ailcA. ;u that Government officials participated in such activities and that the ^ 

Justice .“department assisted in their promotion, all with the knowledge and consent 
of the . *”esident. Also included is an affidavit of Karl Prussion, signed 9-28-63, 
which . .s forth information regarding communist activities in connection with the \ 
Natioau* Association for the Advancement of Colored People. (NAACP) Prussion 
is a former San Francisco informant who assisted the FBI in security matters. 

'' - i_ 

Congressman Dickinson, aged 39 at thejianji?ari:fiIffiBJiction to Congress,' 
is a . ..or railway executive and former circuit judg^ MAMoftt^SfSery, Alabama. lnx> * 
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KK: COlNCiRKSi^IVlAX WILLIAM L. DICKINSON 


L;:o Lr.e Di^'ocuri'Cs policy of liaving new mciubors of Con<^ress contacted where 
adv;.s:n)ie, Special Ilo'ooon li. Adcock of your (Mr. DcLoach) office visited Cont^ress- 
man DivP.viasoi; o:i 2-2<<“65. Dickinson was very cordial, was most appreciative of 
tl'.e ^a-.-aci, indicated heknesv very little about FBI jurisdiction and asked a number 
01 cp.;os; n)ns in connection with FBI responsibilities in civil rights. He indicated he 
wouia most willing to cooperate with the Bureau in matters of mutual interest 
and oa.v lie W'as most grateful for the contact. 


OBSLAVATIOXS: 


Marlin Luther Kmg, of course, has had his name linked with numerous 
j-'r • .. groups and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, as well 

, .'.n.'.nv'rr. Ccm'erence Education Fund. The Southern Christian Leadership 

C.-mice ^SCLC) is headed by Martin Luther Kmg, Jr. It is currently under 

i;'.‘.\ .. .,aLo:i cO determine the extent of its communist infiltration, domination and 
c^.... .... The Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF) is the successor 

or ._ii/Lion to the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, cited in the ’’Guide to 

S..... V .':.ive Organizations and Publications” as a communist front by the HCUA in 
104';. The SCEF is the subject of a current Bureau security investigation. 

It is believe^ in accordance with existing policy, that it would be 
advisab.. to inform the Congressman that the confidential nature of FBI files pursuant 
to regu.mions of the Department of Justice precludes the Director’s responding 
favora^.y to the request of Congressman Dickinson. 

AZ::: tmendation: 


It is recommended that tl j attached letter advising the Congressman 
of :rc confidential nature of FBI files be approved and thereafter-psswHSCiiy delivered 
by s mcial messenger. 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencyties);----— 

_........as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


I I For your information; 
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FBI BOSTON 
555PM FST URGENT 4/23/65 RCS 
T,0 DIRECTOR (100-438794) AND LOS ANGELES 
FROM BOSTON (100-35794) IP 

u 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM C. 


KING DEPARTED BOSTON FIVE P.M. TODAY VIA TWA NON STOP 
FOR LOS ANGELES. BOSTON VISIT CONCLUDED WITHOUT 
INCIDENT. SUMMARY TELETYPE FOLLOWS TODAY AND LHM 
WILL BE SUBMITTED. 

C.C. ATLANTA BY MAIL. 

END 
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Your communication of April 24th, with encloeuree, 
haB been received. It was indeed thoughtful of you to bring this 
material to my attention, and I want to take this opportunity to 
thank you. 


In response to your request, 1 would like to reiterate 
tha t information in our files must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I am sure you will understand the reason for 
this policy and why 1 am not in a position to comment as you desire. 


interest. 


p A 


Toli on . 
Be I.T.ont 
Vohr _ 


Heir 


MAILED. Z 

ulAY “ 5 1965 
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1 am enclosing some information 1 hope you find of 


Sincerely yours, 

'U’r.rYigSJt liDo 


AT.-T, T] 
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Enclosures (5) 

FBI and Civil Rights 

The FBI: The Protector of Civil Liberties 
The FBI's Role in the Field of Civil Rights 
Remarks of Senator Dodd, 2-'25-65 
The FBI... Guardian of Civil Rights 

NOTE: We have had prior corre 5 )ondence with this individual on 3-31-65 in 
which she made inquiry concerning the Director's book on communism. Sht 

WAM;ems (3) (See page 2) 

, - ■- MAIL HOOmJII] TLLnTyPF. UNItCH ^ . 
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I 





- M 


sent three newspaper articles from an unidentifcd newspaper in her letter 
of 3-31-65 which debates the question of voting being either a right or a 
privilege and one about the W, E. B, DuBois Clubs of America and statements 
quoted from the Directorhs message to all law enforcement officials. There 
was no derogatory information concerning this individual* She was given 
the files confidential reply previously* The enclosures which the 
correspondent sent with her most recent letter concern Martin Luther 
King and the civil rights movement and generally indicate that King is 
associated with the communists. 
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Odessa Texas 
April 24, 1965 


Dear Sir; 


I am sending some clippings br you to read. 
Would you please explain these things. You sa y Martin Luther 




K ing i snt connected with the communist - 
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‘'■'’^ Rioters 1 ha 
'o SeJma 

I., ..-- 


{ A i ricst from H^rniuon, On 
The'i"'^?' ^ Shrriff' &ad |/.;: 






uJ'^^ 


r< (] .Marchers 


. . * . . ._.«J \..^,y*rAxr Im? tVtO fpHf»1 

We have been Ucl lo Dciievc cieaieu uj mu iu^.v. 

...t all Ihp Hpmnnstrations, sit-',government for its giving 


-- 

inr>n nf #Iia ^}«sfK it>/>k«.^ 

V* uAi/vii wcic iiiiiiibii^rK. 

_j_»>. «- - _ ^ 


that all the demonstrations, sit- government for its gi\ing a ^ 

ins, marches and riots invalv-|“green light for what wer^ wr \;g| M!|}^y ’_]j^|-|-iiseuided m 
ing the “racial question" were, Alabama unlawful actions, B f ^P^ ^sters. But c e r- 

stKintaneous. Nothing much has, We wondered why so man> HI aNDFRSON »^of a 

been said in any of the news ministers of many denomina- ■ posed 

.. . . t_ . 1 ..,.. 1 < 0 <»tc Koeamo invnK'ed in t h Cmon nf tftA ^}<-.»Vi it.,-... 

media aooui now mese- uiiiig^;i>>-’“-' ».Aum wcic muusicj 

have been organized and pro-! racial strife. A few idealists ■(Ministers don’t become Coi 
moted but thev corlain!y>'ere to be expected, but t'Bmunists but Communists do I 
have been, and in many cases seems there were droves of ■ come ministers). Ministers doi 
the marchers, sit-iner.*- and not- preachers among the marching*get drur* and neither do nur 
ers are, and have been, paid hordes. ■ But “ministers were taking 

Sud fixocns0s.** includ-, A new light was shed recetit-*straight from the bottle here ai 
inc'*fines”when"lmposed jlv bv an 'Amarillo new.spapet Wthe sheriff in Selma told me th 

In fhp hirkerint- amoiiE the columnist, who wrote: “An|four “nuns” were drunk on t] 

.nilrc An M «fPome?v Ala Amarillo man received a letterl Selma Courthouse steps, 

marchers ,_\ph, h a t yesterday from a friend in Mont-I As anybody with walkin 

hSITffrPdi nf marchers were gomery/Alabama, an official of I around sense should know, a 

!ierS%?l organization of church >y-|,l e a d i n g “newsmagazine 

'*h W and°some^'^of^^em^ were “ ‘P^aV *0*" “S- 

^hmwn oufj? woJk’^then the davs will be the most dangerous.!:Communist - promoted prclu. 
thrown out of work when tne _,jr nosino as clerev in rent-l^^® war ^ virtually ; 

^ r;<~e ‘-t l!‘.»r.»!lS5rr reraTjS^, 

Thise northe^er. wM.e « “"iie;‘’?J.7an7.'■• 


?§^MONTGOMi:ry, Ala. - The|‘^^ .”* 

Civil Rioter.s i have witne.ssed!z^“^' L 'ome r* 

Mhcre and in .SeJma arc strange-Ji'"'pV 

leininl.'icent of the scum Sul even if i(, 

^.aw carrying Kennedy' ban-i:;;" 7"^ 7^-, 

Ig Democrat con- ^ ‘ ^ • 

I^^A’cntion. Dirty,. Chere wes much sex activity 
^ jir^s^l^^!>earded b e a t-!" evidence, some involving 
ll^ a mterspers- blacks and whites under blank- 

.^li^led with a few streets, in church 


Pjkbona fide b ii t opp fields, 

'^^niisguided min- Moidpojjient Airport was load 


chartered planes, such 


^^ERSOn" tainly not a 11 ^ one used by Americans For 


Democratic Action, for which 


(Ministers don’t become Co^j- S5,800. 
munists but Communists do Ijfc' Alabama’s 
come ministers). Ministers do^ lor. George 
get drunk and neither do nuK ,»{ter from 
But “ministers were taking^' You’ve ec 
straight from the bottle here aMl 
the sheriff in Selma told me thHIl I'pninp 7im 
four “nuns” were drunk on tfi^ r r h . 
Selma Courthouse steps. ^ 

As anybody with walkir»> list preache 


Alabama’s great gover 
lor, George Wallace, received a 
"tier from the north saying; 
You’ve got our Episcopal 

Ua\iz oVkAn 4 



have distorted and lied aboJ 
what is going on here. Th^ 
Communist - promoted preludi 
to civil war has virtually w 


keeping him?” 

C. C. Hunter, negro Metho-| 
list preacher in Selma, told me, 
lie has never heard a white 
person in Selma say that a ne- 

«r/\ rKrhiilrln^# v/vtA WiinfAt* ftfl 

I V <jPiiti/Mauis If vwaw* « fc « aja»b’* | **<•• 

'•"iginal backer of Martin Luth-| 
'T King, has lost faith in King 
. .238 reporters have been in 
Selma. Strange how little truth 


connection with right-to-vote. Inlpot out. . .although local negrtv 
Selma for several months thales were treatened and intimi 


Colored, who traveled far at j^^ggi 

their own expense to . ® mass spontanemis demonstra-- 

part in the mass was, to a great degree, 

may have been sincere, b phony, with hired marchers and, 
doubt their common sense. Hav- 
i^ your own citizens involved ‘ ‘ 

in protest meetings or ^ come out that; 

IS somewhat different from ha qj marchers of Wash-! 

ing strangers <»mmg ington last year were being* 

hundreds to take part in paid. And the demonstration 
and bringing dissension in their agajpgt thg House C-ommittee 
wake. Q,^ Un-American Activities in 

■^We deplore violence wherever ggj^ Francisco was pulled off; 
it raises its ugly head, and mostly by hirelings—of whom?' 
vre join with others in express- Who is paying for all these riots,; 
ing sorrow and sympathy to the sit-ins and marches? Well, who 
tuhn lAct thAir is exnecting to “divide and! 
lives because of t h e violence!conquer” America? I 


Sheriff’s office has been urginglldated in order to force them to 
qualified negroes to register Sheriff’s office in 

ote. When asked why jselma reports that they could 

egroes didn’t register, the n^jk d e n t i f y only seven local 
;roes replied that they ^[-jbegroes in the march. . .“Nazi” 
tailing for Dr. Martin^ L^ejjjLmQoij, Rockwell was here. He 
tmg to lead them to ti‘® k''^*'‘’’i'Beems to follow King every 
iny negro who can read ^^jB^rhere. If King can’t cause trou 
jfrite can register to vote. Jble, Rockwell can. . .the movie 
I^Reliable>sources here have;gjgj.g Alabama are 

reported' to me that an amosame immcM'al gang of per- 

fc ce carrying a woman fberts, prostitutes and comrats 

‘'•■''Ki:'';--- 1 nave prumuiea counuess 

ad by marchers, ^hce wi^ Communists projects, 
them to dis{«rse. They refuse. I president Johnson came on 
Mounted police moved in to fli^ rv in a white fury because a 
perse them and were att^ked ^oman who should have been 
with switchblade knives. Eight ^ Detroit taking care of her 
horses were cut Dfidly* wls kt^pp i’^hiinvon ixroe Kam^Aitv# 

Butler, Sheritt of Montgome^Lyj.^gj,g^ whUe violating the 
County, was aws of the formerly sovereign 

the neck^ of Alabama. The Presi- 

ihe l^. DemOP'tr' was strangely silent when 

V) Mississippi police officer, try 
yhg to enforce the law in Miss 
'^slppi, was murdered by a ne 




ihe DemoP'tr'^ 
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(N'ftffc.i'h] Revlev,') : a Doirolt woin'in i 

TliC J-rench have a wurd for ^nd four rrien arc 

5r - - for t,nu sort of V.o;>iJ!'d-up, ihritufier airested h 

obsessive frenzy luat seizes i . .,, , . „ .. 

a community juul drives It to ‘ nominally as violators 

i Htu'T.-tl excesses, of b o t h jof her civil i ighfs, in subsUmc 
thought and conduct; the cor.di- ,as her murderers. Within min 
tion, for example, of much of President, assuming 

ihe South Vietoameso public in' , , ., ^ broartcast to the 

the months prior to Djem s as- , ■ . 

sacsination, v,'hen even scif-im- ® ferocious denuncia 

molation became routine. The tion, not of llicse four Individu 
Prenrh have come to cal! it. als. but of an organization to 
simply, “intoxication”; and,which they allegedly belong, 
they have noted that, though and has called for still more 
this spiritual intoxication seems,laws to proscribe that organi- 
often to set in spontaneously, it [ration. No one seems to think it 
can be induced or heightened by odd that these men are Judged 
those whose interest it serves, jguilty 'without trial, and that the 
One begias to wonder wheth* Klan is judged with them 
er we Americans may rot bedhough no evidence has appear- 
near the edge of an Intoxication led to indicate that the Klan, as 
brought on by this heady brew an organization, Is In any way 
of Freedom Now. If we had a Involved. “Everyone already 
drunk test for the spirit, what know's all that it is necessary to 
would it show of a community'know about the Klan,” com- 
that accepts lie-downs, by un-|ments the New York Times, 
couth and grimy provocateurs,.adding a typically drunken kind 
along the corridors and gate-‘of gratuitous insult to the House 
ways of the home and head-;Committee on Un-American Ac- 
quarters of the head of state? Itivities, which proposes, In order 
That sees no absurdity when a Ho distinguish gossip from fact, 
mixed band of idealists, slobs,'to investigate the Klan: “Th< 
fanatics and nihilists, whose committee, with its staff bloat 
avowed program is civil disobe- ed by over-paid time-savers, has 
dience, demands an escort of never demonstrated any invest! 
soldiers? That presents to its gating competence.” Sitting be 
legislature, with the peremptory 1 fore the TV cameras on “Meet 
order for immediate enact-jthe Press.” with the usually re- 
ment, a law whose open viola-.lentless interrogators transform 
tion of Constitution and tradi-'ed into acolytes, the Rev. Mar 
tion is matched by its break [tin Luther King lays down his 
with common sense and reality? decrees with more Johnsonian 
In the delirium of this mon- “I’s” and “We’s”: there will be 
strously misnamed “civil rights demonstrations and civil diso- 
movement.” everything is per-'bedience until our will is done; 
mitted. Schools emptied. Chil-'there must be a total economic 
dren become the advance guard!boycott of Alabama. And even 
of mobs that throw themselves [for that last senseless, as well 
on the ground, block highwayslas impossible proposal, there is 
and bridges, chain themselves to solemn discussion instead of 
lamp posts, lie down in the of- laughter, 
fices of magistrates. Students Buried on p a g e 58 of the 
leave their campuses to picket March 28Newyork Times 
banks for lending money, news- there was a tiny dispatch from 
papers lor priming the news, Hattiesburg, Miss., noting that 
officials for enforcing the law. Cloudies Shinall, a 20-year - old 
Respectable old ladies journey Negro, had signed a statement 
a thousand miles to se^ Im-admitting that the p r e v i 0 u s 
prisonment in causes of which night, while driving with three 
they understand, and seek to other Negroes, he had shot and 
understand, nothing. Audiences (killed Constable Frederick L. 
crowd the theaters to drink {Humphrey, 28 years old, and 
deep of curses and obscenities white. No relation, we gather, 
hurled from tlie stage at their I of the Vice President, who was 
country, race and religicxi. |not expected at the toeral. 












he American Way 


i. 


By HARRY BROWNE A 

"The most basic American pi 
right is the right to vote. n 

How many times we’ve heard 
that cliche. Superficially, it 
rounds reasonable. After all, we 
live in a "democracy” — why s 
shouldn’t every citizen haver 
the opportunity to participate in e 
his "government"? c 

But let’s hold up just a min- \ 
ute — before we get carried e 

away. . . \ 

What does the right to vote 
mean? What happens when ev -1 
eryone can vote? ' 

The right to vote means the < 
right to decide what will hap-' 
pen to the money someone else 
has earned. The right to vote 
means the power to tell another 
indmauai wnai nc i^oj «« 
is own property. 

We’re told, of course, that 
there should be virtually no 
ualifications for voting. Any- 
ne should have the right to tell 
ou how much of your property 
/ill be confiscated! by the poll- 

ician. , 

Well, that sounds all right. 
But why not carry it to its logi-' 
cal conclusion? Why not lower i 
the voting age to 12? After all, 
the youngsters are affected by 
the decisions at (he polls. 

1 And why not go into the pns- 
lons and register the thieves? 


After all, most of them are im-! 
prisoned for handling others' 


__ aattttr 

money m me k''** 

ticians do. 

But now let’s talk sense. In¬ 
stead of giving everyone t h e 
right to vote, why not deny ev 
eryone the opportunity to vote 
on others’ affairs? In other 
words, why not simply allow 
each individual to do w^at ^he 
chooses with his own pru^erty? 

I Why not limit the use of force 
■ to defending one’s property — 

instead of using It to confis- 
! cate property in the name of 
- the "public welfare’’? 

» Won’t work? Nonsense. U ns 
i true that individuals are toe 
r dumb or too ignorant to r u n 
? their own affairs, then how can 
they ^ trusted to elect men 
t who will run everyone’s a f - 

0 fairs? . 

♦ The "right to vote" Is not the 

II crucial issue of our time. It’s aj 
y misleading phrase created to ai-i 
i. low demagogues to acquire 

greater control over our lives, 
t. The great Issue of our time ~ 
i- as In ail times — is the 
ir for men to develop ways to pro 
1, tect their property and t he i r 
ly lives from those who would use 
politics as a weapon to steal 
s- their freedom. 

}? Don’t you agree? 




f 





Alaliama hrir; r. ass 


iiama liaciiiess 


While there is talk among'Rev. K'na and vou ' - -■-- 

some people about boycotting,here, as weU as ir, a-' 
everyone and everything in A!-'country arvwh^r» “ihAe"''-- 
abama, it might be well to re-'thup? u-hn -‘i:. 

mind ourselves that Alabamaider'to fe^dThc're-os'"' " 

people are human beings too. ! "Were vou Ais-.r,-.-.—’ 5 ,- . 

The Huntsville, Ala., News Kmg whe- t'4 ‘’■V'-'' '-■ 
carried an editorial following^was accon^lished 
the recent murders in that dents extent rh- 
state. We believe it Is worth fornicatirm'amo^g V ' v 
reading and considering. Fob marchers tr.crrr^^vcs'-’' ' 
lowing is the editorial: I -But it inevitable V";-- 

THE SADDEST OF ALL ;the President of Che 
“Alabamians today are heart-j States is murcerst!' fn do^- 
sick. They have seen their town Daiias. can *>. 5 re He -rr, 
state besieged in a pmpaganda tectiors for coiror 
tactic calculated to stir emo-:on the highways of AlabVrr;. 
tions. They have seen a minis-,late at night? 
ter beaten to death and a moth-.! "And vve .sa'- to Rcterr 
er of five young children miir-lton, Jmp-^r.a: r-r^nd'•< 
dered by night riders. jthe Knight? v’7h^* / '7 ">■ 

"Both could have been raoti-'KIan, w'e are ‘-jt 
vated sincerely in going to Sel-‘of vm- u'k- 
ma to participate in tne ci\il‘whose deeds ’-aln'''tb/' 
nghts demonstrations. It’s in-tiors of t.^e ^ood peo"'^-'' 
adequate to say that they bam a. somer or later a’r'c 
should have been at home try- brought to hist'ce 
ing to solve social problems in' "The cause'^'n'd'tb^ 
their own backyard. They had' "As AlabamV-ns ^ - 

their own reasons for being in:ashamed. angrv ’ ■•rr.o 
Alabama, whether we agree;at what happenec on L:at 
with them or not. jway betwe-3n Mortromerv 

* * "Rllf liro 4 cll* T i I ... 1 ^ * * ■ '' 

rrw iVKUCail i-U 1 j O t'l iHa i P.UrSGS V n'-ZUl, : A.'. 

King, How many more human,bama newsmin. we ■ 

beings are you going to lead tojthe propagimd ^ts row 
their deaths before you decide licked. To r-rote't V'' m. n e 
that in civilized societies, con-|plain that the'^lma 'mnr-^ ■ 
ference tables, courts and Jegi.s-lwere the work o<’ t^e' * ■ 

lative halls are better thanichorus of irdignant' vtca'- ' 
st^ts for changing laws? ; meats from all corners of the 
We say King: You knew-world, 
what was likely to happen -j "Thev went i- r,ii ’ 

probably would happen — whenithe nation ?t r.^-ws nf th'e~"mu" 
you began that bizarre marchjder of Mrs. "uuzzo, but "'^c 
from Selma to .Montgomery.,saddest state of ai; was V 
For you know Alabama Dcoole.i ^'{ 
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fhe jfig !. .'.i'-i : j't ft'.Mil a 

I>y 'MU-: 

bi-'i-'nbNT AMl Uir",!"; in rc- 
voals the bac >-f T.iariin 

Liib.cr King, icadv f ;’ve N- g^'O 
imm.ss inarch frutn to Moni-’ 

govicry, AlabarTa, h ivjgan (m 

M a) c h 21. 

REV. MARTiH LU fHER ¥'<^iG 
An article appearing In rhebbirch, 
1935, booklet entitled PAR 1 Y OR¬ 
GANIZER, Issued by the Central 
Comiiiittee of the Conirnunlet Par¬ 
ty, U.S.A., stated: 

"In the L’nited Stares tliorc are 
five million of the Negro population 
organized In fraternal organiza¬ 
tions, ten million in churches .... 
We must systematically study how 
to penetrate among the millions 
of organized Negro workers." 

In INTERNATIONAL OF YOUTH, 
published under the authority of the 
Young Conamunist International, 
headquarters In Moscow, March, 
1935, appears the following: 

, .In the South, especially for 
the Negro youth, the church is the 
center of all cultural and social 
activity. It Is here that we must 
work. By building our units in the 
church organizations, we can im¬ 
prove our work . .. . In Alabama 
there are certain places In which 


the church organizations of youth 
under our leadership, and these 
can become legal covers for our 
work in the South." 

By a strange coincidence, the 
leader of the riots in Birmingham, 
Ala., In April, 1963, was a Negro 
minister by the name of-Rev. Mar¬ 
tin Luther King. According to an 
article appearing in the New Bed¬ 
ford. Mass., STANDARD-TIMES: 

"Mr. King was quoted as telling 
a Chicago assembly last year, "It 
(the Montgomery, Ala., boycott, in 
which there was much violence) is 
a part of something that is happen¬ 
ing all over the world. The op¬ 
pressed people are rising up. They 
are revolting against colonialism 
and imperialism and all other sys¬ 
tems of oppression.’ " 

When Martin Lucher King draws 
a parallel between the situation of 
the American Negro and "oppressed 
people’s" rights against "colonial¬ 
ism" and "imperialism" he is fol¬ 
lowing exactly, to the word, the 
Communist line. 

The Negro ex-Communlsl, Man¬ 
ning Johnson, appearing before the 
Joint Legislative Committee of the 
State of Louisiana on March 8, 
1957, testified regarding Com¬ 
munist infiltration of Negro 
churches in the South, stating; 

"They (the Communists) had two¬ 
fold purooses .... First, to be 
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The above photograph was seized in a raid in 1963 on the head¬ 
quarters in New Orleans of the Southern Conference Education Fund, 
which has been officially identified as a Communist front. Here is 
shown Martin Luther King, head of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, who, for several years, has been in the forefront of 
racial agitation throughout the Nation. Below the photograph Is a 
reproduction of the notation appearing on the back of the original 
photograph which indicates that three identified Communists, Anne 
and Carl Braden and James E. Dombrowski were among the principal 
speakers, along with Martin Luther King, at the Sixth Annual Con¬ 
ference of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in Birming= 
ham, Ala. on September 25-28, 1962. The handwriting is that of James 
Dombrowski. Although King denies connections with Communists, the 
above photograph proves otherwise. 


1^^ 


« 


Fred L, Shuttlesworth. An article 
in the June, 1963, issue of the 
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER Identified 
Shuttlesworth as also the new presi¬ 
dent of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund. According to the 

Krtfh rhf» Internal 

-- 

Security Subcommittee and the 
House Committee on Un-American 
Activities have described the SCEF 
as an organization set up to pro¬ 
mote Communism throughout the 
South. The field secretary of the 
SCEF Is an Identified Communist 
by the name of Carl Braden, of 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

HUNTER PITTS O'DELL 
Rev. Martin Luther King has a 
facility of attracting to his ranks 
men with highly questionable back¬ 
grounds. One of these Is Jack H. 


hired O'Dell. However, it soon be¬ 
came known that O’Dell was again 
in King's employ and, at a press 
conference in Atlanta on July 25, 
1963, Rev. King admitted that on 
June 26 O’Dell had, "by mutual 
agreement,** left the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference 
for a second time. King gave as I 
the reason his concern that O’Dell’s I 
affiliation with the Integration ] 
movement would be used against 
it by "segregationists and race 
baiters." 

In other words, according to Rev. 
King, anyone who brings out the j 
fact that a man with Communist | 
affiliations is associated In a 
prominent position with the civil 
rights movement is a ""race baiter." i 
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with Increasing ficqucncy Negro conoiniree of the Corriniunlst Party, 

chu/clieb arc becoming Uie as- LhS.A,, ai^.cordlng ro a 

sembllng areas for mohUJzlng the aiuhorltative foure'e." 

Negro maooes to the On Aprii 12, 1956, Punter Pius 

streets In Negro demonstrations. O'Dell invoked the Fifthy\mendmenc 

The activities of Martin Luther when testifying before the Senate 

King have met with beaming ap- Internal Security Subcommittee, 

proval by members of the Com- However, Robert Morris, counsel 

munlst Party, U.S.A, In the pam- for the subcoiuinittee, said inform- 

phlet entitled lURNING POINT IN arlon had been received that O'Dell 

FREEDOM ROAD published in was, in fact, district organizer for 

1962, the Negro Communist Claude the Communitt Party in New- Or- 

Lightfoot praises Rev. King by de- leans. Hundreds of documents seized 

scribing his activities as ''the at O'Dell's home substantiated his 

healthiest sign in the whole Negro position In the Communist con- 

struggle.^' splracy. 

THE STRANGE ASSOCIATES OF Shortly after the above-mentioned 

martin LUTHER KING article appeared in the ST. LOUIS 

King conducts most of his racial GLOBE-DEMOCRAT and in other 

agitation activities in his capacity' newspapers throughout the country, 
as president of the Southern Christ- King accepted O'Dell's resignation. 

Ian Leadership Conference. Thena- When public attention was no longer 

tlonal secretary of King'sorganiza- focused on King and his relation- 

tlbn Is a Negro by the name of Rev. ship with O'Dell, King quietly re- 
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On January 21, 1953, Bayard 

Ruutin pir-aded guilty in Pasadena 
Calif., to a charge of sox per^ 
version and was sentenced to 60 
days, liarlior, as a student at the 
College of the City of New York, 
in 1936 , Rusiin jciined the Young 
Communist Lcuague. !n World War 
II he served 26 months in Federal 
prisons as a conscientious ob¬ 
jector. 

When A. i’hilip Randolph, chair¬ 
man of the August 28, 1963, march 
on V'ashington, was confronted with 
the background f.uts on the march's 
deputy director, Rustin, and was 
asked if such a record would cause 
the replacement of Rustin, Randolph 
replied "No, he's Mister March' 
, himselfl We couldn't do without 
him." 

It is not surprising that Martin 
Luther King associates himself with 
characters tagged with Communist- 
front labels when King's own views 
are coming nearer and nearer to 
those of* the Communist Party It¬ 
self. In addressing the march on 
Washington participants In August, 
1963, Rev. King promised thatthere 
would be "neither rest nor tran¬ 
quillity in America" and that "the 
winds of revolt will continue to 
shake the foundations of our nation*' 
until his aims are met. 

The "revolt" or "revolution* 
which was so frequently referred 
to by the speakers in Washington 
is not really one for so-called 
Negro "rights," but is, instead, 
a revolution to seize political 
power in this nation in order to 
first hoist the flag of Socialism - 
and ultimately. Communism —over 
the United States of America. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The informa, 
.tion concerning Martin Luther King 
as stated above is only a smai] 
portion of the documented facts 
contained in TAX FAX /^<46, which 
exposes Communist influence in the 
Civil Rights movement. Also In 
eluded Is a list of the NAACP 
leaders with Communist or Com 
munist-f ront affiliations. For copies 
of this important pamphlet, TAX 
FAX #46, write THE INDEPENDENT 
AMERICAN, P.O. Box 4223, New 
Orleans, La. 70118. Price: 25{1 per 
copy; 10 for $1.00; 100 for $10.00.) 
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/''LlijFOR'AAiiONCuNTAiiiLD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE BY 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


The April 28, 1965 issue of the "Los Angeles 'Times”, 
a daily Los Angeles metropolitan newspaper. Section 1, Page 
carried an article entitled "200 Selma Negroes Lose Jobs, 

Dr. King Charges." The article dealt* with a speech delivered 
by Dr. Martin Luther King on TueeCiJjL April 27, 1965 on the 
campus of the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 

Ihe article quoted Dr. King as stating that 200 Negroes 
had been fired from their Jobs in Selma, Alabama because they 
registered to vote. Dr. King called for a "Domestic Freedom 
Corps" of 2,000 students from northern and western universities 
to work this summer in 120 counties of the Deep South to 
help get Negroes to register to vote. 


Ihe article stated that Dr. King spoke under the 
auspices of a UCLA speakers program series and was paid 
$2,500.00 for the appearance. He was introduced by UCLA 
Chancellor Franklin D. Murphy. The article stated that King 
ras "v;hi£ked under heavy guard" to the platfonn where he spoke 
to tlio audience. 



A source, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on April 28, 19^5 th^ Dr. Martin Luther 
King, accompanied by his aide, Bemartflffeee, departed Los Angeles 
on April 28, 1965 at approximately 8:40 AM via Trans Vforld 
Airlines, Flight 174Y for St. Louis, Missouri, where they 
Ni were due to arrive at 1:42 PM St, Louis time. Dr. King Indicated 
that he might go on^ljo Atlanta, Georgia from St. Louis before 
making any other stops. 


^ ^ This document contains neither recommendations 

X^^nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
\ and is loaned to your agency; l^t'and its contents are not 


V to be distributed outside your agency. 
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‘■■"SC ica 


May 4, 19SS 


PXC- V!> 


/1 ^ 


L'/(cj 


ount Prospect/ lUinols 60057 


Dear 


’I■, i i\iU ED 
!S Uh'CLASSIPIFD 
'ATt 1 a .1 

feo7^ 


Your letter of April 2dth hae been received^ and 
the thoug^ht which prompted you to write la appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service* Information 
contained in the liles of the FBI must be maintained as confidential ^ 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is. 
available tor official use only. I regret that I am unable to be of ' - 
further help in this instance but trust you will understand the reai^mA 
for this policy. . . z 

P- <ry 

PC- 

Enclosed la some material on the general topic of S 
communism which I hope you will find of interest. Perhaps you ^ 
may also wish to refer to my boolcs* ’’Masters of Deceit” and "A 
Stuoy of Communism. ” These were written to help readers gain an 
insight into the strategy and tactics of communists* both in this 
country and abroad. Copies may be available at your local library. 


1 ol;.on _ 
Beir.ont . 

Mohr _ 

L'pLo'irPi 
a.-p'-r _ 
Caj joh'jT 
Conrad ^ 


f^O; er. _ 

S'jjllV'JTi __ 

Tavr j _ 

Trotfpf_ 

TeJf. Poo;t. 
Holr._ 


Sincerely yours* 




ALT: jr 

irc ■ “ 


. '■■'■yxZD 

■■■ 
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Enclosures (5) " 

Our Heritage of Greatness 

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism 

Communism—The Incredible Swindle 

12-21-64 U. S. News and World Report 

Let’s Fight Communism Sanelyl 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bhfiles. 

.... _I—I _/fv .'A 
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y--j. :-.cv’:r ft'liNrOH^lAnOnCGHlAit'J*-^ .- 

AArAJA'Af HEREIN IS UNCLASSinO) ' • 

r-T irr. ::ocv-r: fcj 

rn cltU-n v:Ao v:lth tAa things going on^ :/VGA : A 

V 4^ o'sc';ci •?ll5'" Hov.' 5n t-hs South* rs^ciruing civ^X '■-• ■ _ ■ . 

•'* ■' ts, I hnv: r.:■:'.? ':uc'::VAon^: in ny I’A^nX on ti.e various reports covor- _• ^'... 

can, gloa:;3 :nlp ne an^a^^r sci’ie of U'e^n.' . , ;i--'. 

Sc'"''tl-no a"^o, m-'Ac t"o or "t’^roa year", ncicspap'^rs 'Cari'j-cd 3 - 

Ini’-or^'inp^at tending a Coinnunist training session.' aA .,’‘g'-A v; 
Senc oth- 3 r peogle awt, saj’’ it co'uld have teen taken alnost pn^*"- . AA ’ , ; a- 

7p’'^T*e ^5 X •anicrstnnd, this plc4>re 'tvas taken by an F.3,X. agent, Xiy a ^;:, 

Quekion here, of course, is; Did Kartin luther King attend these - 

runist training sessions? Another question: If it true that he vas .and. 
is affiliated with over 60 Corrranist front organizations? Xf not ^ 

t^an 60 , then how inany, if any? ' i. V ' A:,.: 

,r .... 

T must adnit that from what I have learned of Coirnu^sUc tect^ 

io^^s a'" though he is using th.en since Coanninists always Se^m. w ®tfe^;^r^if 

the best results tv "using” people who would otherwise hate Comunlsa 

if it i^s called ty that nar.e. * .such,as the ministers, priests and rs^s 

who took part in the marches, 

I know you are a busy man cariy^ing out important work and. ask only ,f^r 
a simple but clear reply. . .. ' 


Thank you. 


Sincerely, 


■'■■•A' 





‘ P.S,: I wish to add that in speaking vi«i many 
husband and I find that they are as 

- for taking advantage of the ignorance 
A' focLvell-educated of their peo^e. I ^ 

the same way about iny reUUves tn Poland.’■ ■ 






A- ' 

■'>,Aa.'?A''A'- AF''! 


^ ^ |u?f' .;15: 


',. A'', /A ■ f -VS '^■- .■"■ . ■' T ■' t- 'i.:. ■ 

■ ■'■' ' '., -■■i'i.A;,' ■4- 
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M ernoi 

Mr. DeLoach 


i.s (,()\ i K'.Nii' AtL INFr)i;: ',vrjfi'j - 

I nro' ]I ■ s . . "" ■''' 

'ariaurn^^;:^::'; ■■ '-■aiAFv/.ici. .. o 




:.,n, 4/29/05 


i KoM D. C. Morrell/-'■'S’ j; 
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sniiKci REFERRAL BY CONGRESSMAN JOIiN J. GILL/GAN, OHIO, f-/ 

OF POST CARD DEPICTING MARTIN LUTHER'KING 

AND OTHERS AT COMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL / / 

■ r I-', 

__ A /ou V'V^ V* 4- 

Dy uuiiiiimiiicaLxuii uatcu t/^\j/yj^y x.yvjiinjvyji o-l, 

who was elected 11/64 and for whom no derogatory information appears in Bufiles, 
forwarded a post card depicting Martin Luther King and others at an alleged commu¬ 
nist training school. Gilligan asked the names of the three people sitting near Dr. 
King and that this post card be returned to him. On the reverse side of the post 
card the names were set forth and a description as to where they appeared. This 
photograph is readily recognized as one widely being circulated by individuals 
attempting to point out the true nature of King’s activities. A circular received by 
this Bureau frequently as reprinted from the ’’Augusta Courier” on 7/8/63 shows 
the photograph from v/hich the post card picture was cropped. Actually the post 
card cropped Abner W. Berry and the description on the reverse side would tend to 
indicate that Berry was the person known to the Bureau as Myles Horton, Director 
of the Highlander Folk School. 

According to Bufiles the individuals depicted in the circular are 
properly identified. All of these individuals are well known to the Bureau for their 
communist-front activities and connections. -_ —>— 


OBSERVATIONS: 


It would be difficult to put in writing the description of the true 
photograph from which the post card was cropped; however, a personal contact 
could deliver the circular and the congressman could be apprised of the proper 
names to be utilized in connection with his request. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


/V * 




I. 

d 


'd 


A 


t 7 




<;hkv 




That someone from your (Mr. DeLoach’s) offlife make the appropriate 
contact with Congressman Gilligan or his Administrative y^sistant tactfully ref ex 

to the confidential nature of data appearing in our files/ w tffis t ime the attached 
post card can be returned to him along with the attached circular lYOfil tlK ^ Ail^di>LU 
Courier” and the ’’cropping” of Berry can be explained orally. Nahirg^^ 


vci xiui ui&x/xciiiii Lilt; L^iiax auLci ly^iduiuiis ux lixctdc ixicix. 


Encloeur^i 

1, - Mr. lieLoach - Enclosures 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CI.AREMCE M. KELLEY 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMDER 


ET AL. 
76-1135 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C,) 
CIVIL ACTION NUwTlER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial dated pulled from this file 

under court order of U.S. District Jud^e John Lewis 
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 


t' 

April 26__ 196^ 


Respectfully referred to 


<N.'' <v 






Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


If it is possible to do so, 
will you kindly advise me the 
names of the three people 
sitting near Dr* King in the 
attached photo. Please return 
the photo-card to me. Thank you. 



Very respectfullyt 












fit» rr-» THr ':t M « ( f. 0 ji 1 > * 



The above picture was mode by cm empir yce of the State of Georgia, al tho Highlander 
Folk School in Monteoglc, Tennessee during the Lobor Doy week-end of 1957. The phof<^ 
gropher was sent to the Highlander Folk Scf ool by the Georgia Commission on Educotion. 
The Highlondcr Folk School was ob<>lishod I y an oct of the Legistoture of the Stotc of Ten¬ 
nessee ot Q later dote because It was chargi d with being o lubvcnlve orgoniiofion. 

Those numbered in the picture ore: 

1. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the ^^cnrgomei y boycott ond the Eirminghom riots. Karl 
Frussion, 0 counterspy for the FBI ior twenty-two yoors, chorges that Mortin Luther King 
belongs to sixty Communist-frorl orgoni) etions — more thon ony Communist in the 
United States. He is promoted oni encou oged by the Kennedyt. 

2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Ccmmittci of the Communist foity. 

3. Aubrey Wiilioms, President of th« ioutheri Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trons- 
mission Belt in the South for the Commui iit Forty. 

4 . Myles Horton, Director of Highlor dcr Foil School for Communist Training, Monteogle, 
Tennessee. 

These ”Four Horsemen" of roc-ol ogitirlion hove brought tension, disturbonee, strife 
ond violence in their odvoneement tf the Communist doctrine of "tociol notionoltsm." 

Reprinted from-AUGUSTA COURIER 
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